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ADVERTISEMENT.

THOUGH many of tlie mofl liberal

Subfcribers hi the followhig lift

have fignified an intention of re-

quiring only one copy, it has been

thought proper to do juftice to their

generofity, by fetting down the

full amount of each fubfcription.
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DISSERTATION I.

. ON THE

GRECIAN MYTHOLOGY.

'TpHE affertion of Herodo-

Tus *,
" that the Theo-

"
logy of the Greeks was no older

*^ than the times of Homer and

"
Hesiod,'* is, I think, fully

overthrown by PAUSANiASjwhofe

refearches into the antiquities of

his country were much more

profound and exadl, than thofe

of any other writer that is come

down to us. Herodotus in par-

ticular, who had travelled into

* L. II. c. 53.

B fcve-
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feveral neighbouring countries,

to collect materials for thofe parts

of his hiftory, appears not to

have been equally attentive to

the ancient traditions of Greece.

Of the kings of Lacedaemon he

has given a very erroneous lift *;

and in refpedl to the age and

family of Lycurgus -f is con-

tradicted by every other writer.

Nor are there any traces of his

having perufcd feveral ancient

Poets and Genealogies, which

appear to have been extant even

in the time of Pausanias. This

latter quotes a verfe from Pam-

?BOs:|:, a writer ofHymns, which

mentions the two different attri-

* Herod. VIII. 131.

-f-
Herod. I. 65.

X Paulan, p< S77* ^^' Kuhn.

butes



MYTHOLOGY. 3

butes of Neptune, his being

the author of Chariots and of

Ships. And Pamphos he affirms

to have hved not only before

Homer, but before the Trojan

war, and even before Narcis-

sus *, whom Ovid makes con-

temporary with Tires IAS t.

Befides, the very perufal of

Homer fhews, in my opinion,

that he was not the author of

his Mythology ; as he never

attempts to explain it, but fup-

pofes his reader, or rather his

hearer, fufficiently acquainted

with it. To which add, that

feveral of the Grcecian temples

* Paufan. p. 773. Ed. Kuhn.

'i-
Metam. III. 340. feq.

B 2 were
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were in being long before Ho-

mer, particularly that of Dia-

na at Aulis in Boeotia, which

Pliny informs us *
vjz.^ feculis

aliquot ante Trojanum helium ex-

iedijicata.

There feems to be juft as lit-

tle reafon for the afiertion of

others, that a part of Greece, and

particularly Athens, was peopled

by Colonies from ^gypt. This
,

opinion is countenanced by Stra-

BO "f and DioDORUs % Siculus ;

but the firfl broacher of it, I be-

lieve, was the Hiftorian The-

opoMPUs. So fays Proclus § j and

9 L. XVI. c. 40.

-{- Strabo, L. VII. p. 321.
I Dlod. Lib. I. c. xxviii 9.

§ in Platon. Tiniaum, p. 30.

alfo,
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alfo, that he was flatly
contra-

dicted by others, who charged

him with fpreading this ftory

out of mere prejudice. The

Athenians alio, as we learn from

LuciAN *j conlidered it as the

height of paradox to talk of Cg*

CROPS as a foreigner. Let us

conflder the authorities therefore

as equal, and weigh the flory

according to probability. We
know a good deal of the iEgyp-

tian cuftoms, though not much,

with certainty, of their hillory.

The Grxcian cufloms we know

ftill better. Now between tlicfe

two there is a total diverfity.

The i^gyptians were circumci-

cifed : the Greeks held that prac-

B 3 tice



6 ONTHEGR^CIAN
tice in contempt and derifion.

The JEgyptians indulged them-

felves in a plurahty of wives.

The Greeks were permitted to

have no more than one ; and of

this law Cecrops, the pretended

Egyptian, was the author. In

j^gypt, according to Sophocles*,

weaving and other domeftick

bufinefs was carried on by the

men ;
and the care of providing

food was left to the Female. In

Greece the contrary and more

rational cuftom prevailed. In

Jt g\pt it is faid to have been a

rule, that the Son fiiould foUov/

his father's profeffion : In Greece

no traces of luch a rule are to

* Oed. Colon. 330, Philochoms^ ap.
Scholiaii ibid.

7 be
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be found. The ^Egyptians wor-

ftilped Animals and Plants ; the

Greeks defpifed and ridiculed

this fuperftition.
The JEgyptians

paid a fcrupulous attention to

nativities and the afpedls of the

Planets : In the Grascian Hiftory,

among the various ways of en-

quiring into futurity by oracles,

the flight of birds, infpedtion of

entrails, and the like, there is

not a fingle inftance of any at-

tempt to calculate nativities.

Lalily, the ^Egyptians were par-

ticularly ftudious to preferve the

dead body from diflblution by
their careful and coilly method

of embalming ; whereas the

Greeks, by committing it imme-

diately to the Fire, feemtohavc

B 4 been
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been defirous of promoting its

diffolution.

Now, if Greece was not peo-

pled by colonies from JEgypty

according to the affertion of

Theopompus, we have no autho-

rity for rejeding on that pretence

the traditions of the Greeks with

refped to their own origin. And

thefe inform us, that the bulk

of the nation were indigenous ;

the offspring, if I may fo fpeak,

of the foil ; and that the firft

foreign fettlers amono; them were

Danaus, PcLops, and Cadmus,

After this it is perhaps need-

lefs to refute another affertion of

He-
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HerodO:Us * '^ that the Greeks

^' received the names of their

" Gods from the ^Egyptians."

For if he meant to fay, that Ho-

mer borrowed from the^gyptians
that Theology, or lift of Gods,

which he pubHfhed in Greece,

this has already been* refuted

upon the bell authority. And
if he meant that the Greeks re-

ceived that lift from the iEgyp-
tians at lo p earlier period, then

he contradids himfelf, and de-

ferv s tj'> crjdu" either for the one

or the other.

Eu , tofut Herodotus for the

prefent ou^ of the queftion,

what founc at n is there for fay-
* Krod. II. 4.

ing
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ing that the Greeks received the

names of their Gods from the

-Egyptians ? Is Thoth the fame

name as Hermes *, or Arsaphes

as Dionysus f, or Aruerin as

Apollon J, orNephthen as Aph-

rodite §, or Neith as Athene
||
?

There were indeed fuch cities in

^gypt as DiospoLis, Heliopo-

Lis, and Panopolis ; but were

thefe names ufed by the j^gyp-

tians, or
o^tfy by the Greeks ?

Moft certainly the latter; becaufe

I find, in Theophilus of Anti-

och, that the j^gyptian wc>rd

* Clem, Alex. Strom. I. p. 303. Ed. Par.

j- Plut. de. Ifid. & Ofir. p. 365. Ed.
Frankf.

t Plut.ibld.p. 355, 6.

§ Plut. ibid.

11
Plato in Timseo, p. 21. 1043. Ed.

Ficin.

for
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for Heliopolis was On *

; and

in DioDORus SicuLUs, that Pa-

NOPOLis was called by the Na-

tives Chemmo f.

But if not the names, per-

haps they derived the dlvifion

and attributes of their Gods from

iEgypt. This is a thing much

more difficult of proof. It feems

not impoffible, that feveral na-

tions, not communicating with

one another, might have each of

them a fupreme prefiding God ;

a God of War
;

a God of Love ;

a God of Love
•,

a God of Elo-

quence, and fo forth. After-

U4ards, when an intercourfe is

*
Theophil. ad Aiitol. Ilf.

y Diod. Sic. Lib. L

begun.
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begun, they each expe<9: to find

their own Gods worfhiped under

fome denomination, or other, by
the flranger nation, and there^-

fore readily find out the points

of refemblance. Thus, when

the Latins and Greeks began to

converfe famiHarly together, they

foon dlfcovered a general refem-

blance between Athene and

Minerva; between Aphrodite

and Venus; between Artemis

and Diana ; althouorh the attri-

butes of the Latin Deities (fuch

attributes, I mean, as were af-

figned them by popular fuperfti-

tion) are far from correfponding

exadly to thofe of the Graecian.

However, there was fimilitude

enough to encourage the Latin

Poets
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Poets to apply to their own Deities

every thing, without referve,

that had been faid of the Gr2e-

cian. And hence in procefs of

time they came to be confidered

as identically the fame. But

that the Romans did not borrow

their Goos from the Greeks ap-

pears from this circumftance, that

many of the Gr;£cian Deities *

have no correfpondent Latin Dei-

ties ; and many of thefe latter
*j-

have no archetype among the

Gods of Greece.

In confirmation of this we

may obferve, that the Greeks

were fagacious enough to find

*
Latona, Priapus, Hecate.

f Janus, Vcrtiimnus, Flora, Pomona*

out
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out their own Gods in Perfia^

notwithftanding the known con-

trariety of the two religions.

The Perfians, we are told %
worfiiiped Jupiter under the

name of Oromasdes; Hades,
under the name ofAniMANius-f ;

Venus, under the name of Mi-^

TRA ; and Diana, under the name .

of AnitinJ. It was the fame

thing with refped to the Romans

and the Gauls. The hierarchy,

and the many peculiar fuper-

ftitions of the Druids, are fo to-

tally foreign to every thing we

know of the Romans, as to pre-

* Ariflot. apud Diog. Laert, in Prooe-

mio.

-j-
Herodot. I. i^t.

X Plut. in Artaxerxe, p. 306. Agathias,
II. p. 45. Ed. Venet.

elude
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elude every idea of one nation

having borrowed from the other.

Yet C^sAR does not hefitate to

fay *5 that the Gauls worfliiped

Apollo, Mars, Jupiter, and

Minerva ; meaning, I fuppofe,

certain Gods correfponding in

their attributes to thofe fo deno-

minated by his countrymen;

The Gods of Scandinavia in la-

ter times were confubilantiated

in like manner with the Gods of

Latium. No one, I imagine,

will pretend that their Thor,

and Woden, and Frig/^, were the

copies of Jupiter, Mercury,

and Venus. And yet when the

Goths came to intermix with

the Romans, they found refem-

*Dc Bell. Gall. VI. 15.

blance
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blance enough between their

Gods to tranflate one of thofe

words hy the other : which cuC

tom appears to have been fo uni-

verfal, that we have no other

way of rendering Wednesday,

Thursday, and Friday into

Latin, but by calling them Dies

Mercurii, Jovis, and Veneris,

Such an imperfedl refemblance

as this might poflibly obtain be-

tween fome of the ^Egyptian

Gods and fome of the Gr^ciad.

But that this refemblance was

general, or in any cafe fo exa£t

as to indicate imitation, I fee

no reafon to believe. What

traces have we among the Greeks

of the worfliip of Crocodiles,

and
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and Serpents ? of the Bull

Apis, or the Dog Anueis ? Has

not Virgil *
exprefsly fet the

-Egyptian Gods in oppofitlon to

the Grascian ? and would he have

done this, if the former had been

archetypes of the latter, or even

if the oppofitlon between them

had not been ftriking ?

Upon the whole, therefore,

we have the belt reafon to con-

clude, firn, that the Greeks in

general were an indigenous peo-

ple, ocVToyJovsc
*

and, fecond!y%

that their Religion and Mytho-
logy was

radically, if not en-

tirely, their own. And now

having cleared the ground, I

* ^ncld. VIII. 6y8.

C O-^all
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fhall endeavour to place that

Mythology upon its proper

foundation.

This intricate fubjedt will, I

think, be better underftood, if

we divide the Grecian Mytho^

LOGY into two clafles ; that which

is eflential, and that which is

acceflbry. The eflential 1 would

call the worfliip of the superior

Gods, fuch as Saturn, Jupi-

ter, Neptune, Pluto, Apol-

lo, Mars, Mercury, Vulcan,

Bacchus, Juno, Pallas, Ceres,.

Diana, Venus, Cybele. Thefe-

may be confldered as fo many
'

allegorical perfonages, reprefent-

Ing either the great dlviflons of

Nature, as the Heaven or up-

I per



MYTHOLOGY. 19

|)er fky, the Air, the Sea, the

Earth, the fubterraneous world;

or elfe thofe operations and qua-

lities, which have a more parti-

cular influence upon the Ani-

mal world and upon Society.

Of this latter kind are the pro-

pagation of Animals, Tillage,

Handicrafts, War, the art of

Mufic, Divination, Huntings
and the Pala:ilra. The particu-

lar divinities prefiding over each

of thefe departments need not

be pointed out to the claffical

reader. The only one liable to

be miftaken is that of Juno,
who has been thought by fome to

reprefent the earth : a falfe no-

tion, founded, I apprehend,
C 2 upon
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upon thefe verfes of Virgil *:

T'um Pater ofrmipotens fcecundis

imhribus cether

Conjugis in gremium Icsta de-

fcendit
•

Whereas Virgil feems here to

have had neither Jupiter nor

Juno in his eye, but to have

alluded to the more ancient fa-

ble of
Qv^c^,voQ

and F/j, as expref-

fed in a frap^ment of the Oedipuso
of Euripides:

which Lucretius f has alfo a-

dopted :

Vojlrejno pereunt imbres^ ubi eos

Pater uEther
*

Georg. II. 325.

-j-
Lib. 1. 25 1.

ht
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In gremiu7n Matris Terrai

pracipitavit.

According to Philo Juni-
us *, Juno is not the Goddefs

of the Earth, but of the Air :

zTxcsSoaxv. Even the more mi-

nute parts had their appropriated

Gods, though of inferior rank

and power, in proportion as the

fubftance to which they were

annexed was of a greater or lefs

confequence in the vifible world.

Rivers and brooks from the per-

petuity of their flream naturally

excite wonder ; and that wonder

foon begets an idea of divinity^

* Phi!o Jud. p. 513- Ed. Turn. See alio

Cic, de Nat. Dcor. 11. c. 26.

C 3 But
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But the River from its fuperior

magnitude being a more awful

objed was put under the tute-

lage of a more important and

mafculine God ; whereas the

Brook, which fuggefted only;

pleafurable ideas without any
mixture of terror, was fuppofed

to derive its origin from a ten-

der Female. Nymphs, that is,

Goddeffes of inferior rank, were

in Hke manner confidered as

inhabiting and proteding^ Trees^

whofe apparent life was natu-

rally enough attributed to the

power of an inherent Deity.

Thefe I confider as the rf-

fential parts or Jlamlna of the

GRjiCiAN MythologYo The

acceffbry
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acceffory confift of either fome

wonderful phenomena of Na-

ture, or of fome extraordinary

Hiftorical Fads, told in an alle-

gorical manner, and improved

into miracles. I fhall give fome

clear and undoubted inftances

of both forts, which will furnlfli

the reader with a clue to inter-

pret the reft.

Among natural phano7?tena

there is hardly any more awful

than that of volcanoes, or burn-

ino; mountains, in their ordinary

ftate ; but in a time of violent

eruption they become tremen-

dous. It may be fufpeded that

the ancient fable of the Giants

attacking the Gods was only an

C 4. allegorical
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allegorical picElure

of thofe erup-

tions,which by thegreat quantities

of melted minerals and a(Les

which they throw up, feem in

efFedt to be making war againfl:

heaven. This notion is ftrongly

countenanced by Strabo *; who

informs us, that thepart of Cilicia,

where Typhon was fuppofed to

refide, is called Katalekamnene^

or the Burnt Country, from the

cineritious appearance of the

earth. The commotions and

occafional eruptions of iEtna are

attributed, we know, to Typhon
and Briareus in another way,
Thofe fhctnomena not ceafing

even in the later ages, the Poets

were no longer able to impute
* L, XII. p. 579,

them
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them to the \var of the Giants

againft Jupiter, becaufe that

would have imphed that the

Giants were ftill unconquered,

and in a condition to renew

the attack. They therefore give

the llory another turn ; and tell

us, that one or other of thofe Gi-

ants is buried under j^tna, and

produces a frelh commotion of

that mountain as often as he

changes his poflure of lying on

his right or left ihoulder. The

Solfatara, or Burning Country,

near Naples, is accounted for by
the giants being burled there *,

and the thunder yet unquenched

fending up a vapour through the

crevices of the earth : though

*
Strabo, !. V. p. 24B.

others
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others indeed go fo far as to
fay,

that this was the true fcene of the

giants'
war. Now, as we find

that volcanoes, and countries

abounding with natural fire, were

attributed one way or other to

giants, it is no extravagant con-

jecture to fuppofe, that the very

exiftence of giants was
originally

built upon thefe phenomena.

This however Is not the only

fable, to which volcanoes have

given rife. In one or tv/o in-

ftances, v/here the difcharge of

flame has been moderate and

equable, the cavity of the moun-

tain has been confidered by the

l^oets as the workfliop of Vul-

can. The ifland of Lipara is one
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o£ thefe (hops ; and Mofyclus, a

hill in the Ifland of Lemnos,

another. The latter is thus de-

fcribed by Valerius Flaccus *
:

Ve7itum crat ad rupem^ cujuspen-

dentia nigris

Fumant faxa jugis^ coquiiurquo

vaporibus aer /

^uhjlitit ^fonides : atque hie Re^

gina precari

Hortatury caujfafque docens^ hac

antra videtis,

Ytilcanique^ aity ecce domos.-—^

It is well known that feveral

frnall Iflands have been protruded

from the bottom of the Sea by

volcanoes, which protrufion has

in fome cafes been efiedled gra-
* Lib. II. V. 336.

duallvj
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dually, and in others by a fingle

eruption. If we fuppofe the

Ifland of Delos to have conti-

nued a confiderable time about

the level of the fea, it would of

courfe be fometimes vilible to

the mariner, and fometimes in-

vifible, according to the calm-

nefs or roughnefs of the water.

It is poflible alfo that the top

of the Ifland, after being fome

time above the furface, might
fink down below it for want of

fupport, as the new-formed hills

about Vefuvius not unfrequently

do. In either way the appear-

ance of the ifland at one time,

and its difappearance at another,

fufiiciently accounts for the fa-

ble of its fwimming from place

to
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to place. That this Ifland

was formerly under water, and

difcovered by the gradual wafh-

ing of the fea, is affirmed by Phi-

Lo *5 upon the authority of

ancient Hiftories. This fuffi-

ciently juftifies my interpretation

of the fable ; though its final

appearance is, I think, better

accounted for from the opera-

tion of a volcano, efpeclally as

it was not a flat Ifland, but had

a confiderabie eminence upon it,

called Cynthos.

Earthquakes were common in

Greece, and were attributed in

their Mythology to one general

*
U-pt oil9oiz^. TiCG-y.. p. 658. Ed. Tur-

neb.

caufe,
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caufe, the elevation of the eartii

by the trident of Neptune.

There is however one fable which

appears to have a dire£l reference

to them, though not explained

in that manner by Mytholop-ifts,

Tantalus, the King of Phry-

gia, and father of Pelops, re-

fided in a city called Sipylus,

fituatcd upon a mountain of

the fame name *. This City

was either entirely thrown dowttj

or greatly damaged, by an earth-

quake during the reign of Tan-

talus ; v/ho, after that, we

may fuppofe, lived in continual

dread of the like event. The

tDunifhment therefore which the

Poets contrived for him after

*
Strabo, L, I. p. 58. L. XII. p. 579.

Deaths
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Death, that he was every mo-

ment in dread of being crufhed

by a Hone that hung over him,

is nothing more than the Htu-

ation in which every man mull

live, who has experienced, hke

Tantalus, the horrors of an

earthquake.

The fiory of Deucalion's

Deluge I do not confider as a

fable ; and I likewife think it

had no reference to the deluge

of Noah. It cannot be the

ktter, becaufe the time of it is

fpecified in the Grsecian Chrono-

logy *, according to which there

muft have been an interval of at

* Clem, Alexand. Strom, I. p. 321.
Ed,P«r.

lead
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leaft a thoufand years between

the two. The tradt of country

afFedted by it is particularly

mentioned by Aristotle *. It

did not even extend to the Pe-

lopOiTnefus, but was in a great

meafure confined to the plains

of Thefl'aly. From thefe cir-

cumftances It appears to have

been a very diftin(5t event from

the general deluge ;
and the

fame circumftances furnifli alfo

a ftrong prefumption that it was

not entirely fabulous.

The burning of the world by

Phaethcn muft be in part hif-

torical, becaiife the Grecian

Chronologers, according to Cle-

*
Meteoiolog. I, p. 32. Ed. Sylburg.

MENS
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MENS * fixed the time of it to a

year. The event, that gave

rife to this fable, is univerfally

allowed by Mythologifls to have

been a Ions: continuance of heat

and drought. And the reality

of fuch an event, which is in

itfelf fufficiently probable, re-

ceives feme confirmation from

two or three fcraps of Hifiory

that are come down to us.

Callimachus f fays that in for-

mer times there was a drought in

^gypt for nine years:

ZOlCiQ,

* Strom. I. p. 3 3 2. 335. Ed Par.

t Fragin. CLXXXII. See Hyginus,
Fab. LVl.

D And
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And a fimilar tradition isfome-

where mentioned by Pausanias,

as being preferved in one of the

obfcure towns of Greece. But

whence arofe the fable of Phae-

THON driving the chariot of the

Sun ? It might be fuggefted by
the derangement obferved in the

common courfe of nature, and

by the improbability, that the

Sun, whofe ordinary influence

is fo beneficial to mankind,

fliould, under the management
of the fame beneficent Gover-

nor, become ruinous and deflruc-

tive. From this feeming con-

tradition the Mytholcgift eafily

extricated himfelf by the fidlion

of a new and unexperienced

Charioteer^ Or if we fuppofe

with
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with pRocLUs *, that this extra-

ordinary drought was occafioned

by a Comet, the difappearance

or extindion of which, accor-

to Porphyry t, was commonly
called

%£^otvv^o-ig,
this would (hew

us, why the Poets defcribe their

Phaethon as taking fuch an

excentrical courfe, and finally

deilroyed by lightning.

Thegrotefque figures of rocks

furnifhed alfo fome embellilh-

ment to the Gr/ecian Mytho-

logy. To fay nothing of thofe

in the Fretum Siculum^ which

fuggefted the fable of Scylla

and her Dogs ; there was a re-

* in Tim^um, p. 'i^'^, 34,

•j"
Ibid. p. 34.

D 2 markable
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markable one in Mount Sipylus,

which at a diftance prefented

the lineaments of a Woman in

great dejedion and drowned in

Tears, though upon a nearer

view, according to Pausanias *,

the refemblance was loft. The

Mytho'Ogift found no difSculty

in naming the perfon by whofe

Metamorphoiis this rock was

produced. N^obf, the Daughter
of Tantalus, was a native of

this very fpot ; and the fevere

afiiiclion, which fhe muft have

felt from the lofs of her nume-

rous progeny, naturally pointf;d

her out as the original caufe of

this peculiar appearance.

* Attic, p. 48.

Philos-
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Philostratus informs us *,

that, near the town of Phseftus

in Crete, there ran out into the

fea a promontory, terminating

in a rock, which had the exa£t

form of a Lion. It was natural

that fuch a rock fhould be fup-

pofed to have had fome diftin-

giiifhed origin: and accordingly

the Inhabitants reported, that

this was one of the Lions that

anciently drew the car of the

Goddefs Cybele. The Boeotians

equally ingenious, having in

their country two naked rocks,

refembling, I fuppofe, two ani-

mals, pretended that one was the

Fox of Teumeffus, v/hofe deiHny
it was never to be caught ; the

* Vit. Apollon. L. IV. c 34.

D 3 other
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other the Dog of Cephalus,

whofe deftlny it was, that no-

thing {hould efcape from him :

which two contrary deftinies

Jupiter, according to them, re-

conciled by turning them both

into ftone *,

There is in Barbary, according

to Dr. Shaw, a large plain, or

tra6l of country, fcattered over

with great numbers of naked

rocks, Handing ered, and fo

proportioned their thicknefs to

their height as to carry the ap-

pearance of Men. He conjec-

tures, and, I think, with great

probability,
that this affemblage

of natural flatues fuggefted the

* Antonin. Lib. c. 41.

idea
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idea of the Inhabitants of Africa

having been turned into fione

by Perseus, when he invaded

and plundered the maritime part

of that country. Seriphus, a

little Ifland near Argos, where

Perseus is faid to have performed

another of thofe miracles, was

equally remarkable for numbers

of naked rocks.

There was in the Ifland of

Crete a Plane-tree, remarkable

for not fhedding its leaves in

Winter *. Such a ftrikino- ex-

ception to the common rule im-

plied of courfe the adion of

fome divinity : and the reafon

afligned by the Vulgar was,

*
Theophrafl. Hift. Plant, Lib. L cap. 15.

D 4 that
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that under this tree Jupiter
firft obtained poffeffion of the

fair EuRopA. This Plane-tree,

according: to Theophrastus,

grew near a fountain ; with

refpec^:
to which Antigonus

Carystius afferts *, that thofe

who fat round it in time of rain

were not Hable to be wet. A
{c.di which none will believe,

requires no explanation. Yet it

is Vvorth while to remark the

progrefs of credulity. A na-

tural iingularity created firft a

religious veneration in the be-

holder, and that in its turn pro-

duced a fictitious miracle.

*
i^ntigon. Caryfl. cap. 179.

The
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The principles
of Chemiftry

were unknov/n to the ancients;

and therefore, when they met

with any mineral fpring, inftcad

of analyfing it to find out the

ingredients from which it derived

its properties, they were con-

tented to derive them from the

interpofition
of feme Deity, or

from fome remarkable event of

the Mythologic Age. A fait

fpring in Illyria, according to

the popular report preferved by

Akistotle, was an ad of boun-

ty from Hercules to the in-

habitants of that country. A
river in Elis, Vv'hofe water was

foetid, was faid to have contradl-

ed that foetor from the arrows

of Hercules being wafhed in

it,
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it, after having been fmeared

with the gall of the Hydra :

though about this the orthodox

of thofe days were not agreed,

as fome imputed it to the ablu-

tions ufed to recover the daugh-
ters of Proetus from their infa-

nity *.

It is pleafant to obferve the

different ufe made of the fame

fad in different ages. A non-

defeript bird or plant is in our

days a treafure to the Naturalifl:,

who is happy enough to dif-

cover it, and it ferves him as a

ftep to afcend into the temple

of Fame. The ancient Mytho-

logift applied it to a different

-* Paufan. Eliac. I. p. 387.

purpofe.
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purpofe. He commonly found

out fome unfortunate prince or

princefs,
who fmking under the

weight of calamity had been

permitted by the Gods to af-

fume this new fhape. Thus

Pausanias informs us * that

the EpopSy or Upupa^ was not

obferved till after the cataftro-

phe of Tgreus
;
nor the Flya-

cinth dlfcovered in Salamis till

the death of Ajax. Novelties

of the fame kind may poffibly

have fuggefted many fimilar

ftories : the appearance of new

fpecies of birds being a thing

taken notice of, after the age

* Paufan. Attic, p. 40—86.

of

/
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of fables was paft, by Antigo-

Nus Carystius * and Pliny.

I come now to lay open the

other fource of Mythology,
which confifis, as I faid, in the

perverfion of hlftory by allego-

rical and miraculous accounts

of common fads. Of this clafs

one of the moft common fa-

bles is the deriving the birth of

every eminent perfon from one

or other of the Gods. This

they were tempted to do for

various reafons. In the firft

place, as our knowledge of

Antiquity is limited, and every

genealogy mud: begin fome-

where or other, the Genealo^

*
Aritigon. Caryft. cap. 132.
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glfl,
when arrived at that point,

would be obliged to confefs his

ignorance of what went before,

did he not, by making a God

the bafis of his Hft, put a flop

to further enquiry. All the

Greek genealogies originate in

this manner, fome from a River,

fome from Neptune, but much

the greater part from Jupiter: by
which we are to underhand no-

thing more than that the Genea-

logift was come to the end of his

line, and had no real anceflor to

fubilitute.

A fecond caufe that greatly

increafed the number of thefe

fpuiious Gods, was, I fuppofe,

the convenient covering that

fuch
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fuch a pretence gave to female

frailty.
The wife or daughter

of an ancient Chieftain, who
liftened to the di6lates of love,

had this advantage above the

modern Beauty, that fhe had a

chance of deriving honour from

her gallantries : and if her pa-

rents or husband concurred in

the fraud, or even if they were

unrelenting and
fceptical, might

flill hope to be enrolled among
the fpoufes of the Gods, provi-

ded her pretenfions were not

rendered abortive by an impru-

dent and unfeafonable diffidence.

To point out particular instances

would be blafting that reputa-

tion, which the Ladies of An-

tiquity wiflied no doubt to pre-

ferve
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ferve to the latefl: pofterlty. But

it will be no breach of decorum

to obferve, that Euripides. *

mentions it as a common pra^icc

of indlfcreet young women to

extenuate every amorous failing

by making fome God or other the

partaker
of it.

The Gods had indeed a fet

of retainers, who fometimes

acted as deputies for them on

thofe occafions. The priefts and

fubordinate officers of their tem-

ples, who are reprefented as lead-

ing a life of feafting and drun-

ken nefs (ev eooTOilc d^ xou
fxi^ocig

IvTSQ -f)
availed themfelves fbme-

* Ion. V. 15 1 3.

-j~
Schol. inHcrmog. p. 226.-

q times
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times of their connexion with

the Deity to obtain poffeflion

of a young and beautiful vota-

ry. JosEPHus
*

tells a ren^ark-

able llory of the priefts of Isis

feducing a Roman Matron of

great virtue, by perfuading her

that the God Anubis was ena-

moured of her, and folicited the

honour of her embraces ; in

whofe ftead they introduced to

her a young Roman, called De-

cius MuNDUs. And according

to Pausanias t the inhabitants

of Temefa in Italy were enjoined

to build a temple to the 7?ianes

of a man who had been ftoned

to death for a rape, and to of-

*
Antiquitat. Lib. XVIlI, cap. 3.

^ Eliac. II. p. 467.

fer
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fer to him every year the mofl

beautiful of their Virgins, upon

whom the immortal ravifher ap-

pears to have exercifed both his

luft and his crLielty.
This prac-

tice continued for a long fpace

of time, till Euthymus, an

Olympian Boxer, happening to

pafs that way, became ena-

moured of the beautiful vidimj

and undertook to be her cham-

pion, upon condition of becom-

ing afterwards her husbands

Far a perfon trained to athle-

tic combats, the inmate of the

temple, though a divinity, was

no match. He was conquered

by Euthymus^ and in defpair,

as the ftory informs us, threw him-

felt into the fea, and was heard<

E of
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of no more. Thefe well-attefled

fiories render it probable, that

it was not Apollo, but his

prieft, that follicited the embra-

ces of Cassandra, and that the

courtfhip of lo, fo particularly

defcribed in -<Eschylus *, was

an artful contrivance, fimilar to

that of the priefts of Is is in Jo-

SEPHUS, except that the lover of

lo was the Prieft himfelf. When

any of thefe plots fucceeded,

the innocent lady would of

courfe afcribe her pregnancy to

the God, by whofe i^ame fhe

had been feduced.

The fuppofed offspring of

the Gods were ftill further mul-

* Prom. V. 645 . feq.
'

tiplied
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tiplied by a fourth caufe, the

admiration which excellence of

every kind naturally excites in

the worldi This was general-

ly thought to denote, or at leafl

it was conftrued as a mark of,

divine parentage ; and the par-

ticular divinity picked out as the

Father, was determined by the

nature of the difHn6lion ^'. A
good Archer was reputed to be

the Son of Apollo ; and I re-

member to have feen a paffage

in fome ancient author, where

the tradition is accounted for

in this very mannQr. It was

probably for fkilPW divination

that Iamus, the Augur men-

* Euftath. in Iliad* A. p. 14.

£ a tioned
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tioned by Pindar*, v/asfuppofed

to derive his birth from the

fame God. Theag^nes, an

Athlete of remarkable llrength,

was reported by his countrymea
the Thafians to be the. fon of

Hercules f. The great war-

rior and the craftv orator were

in like manner celebrated, one

as the Son of Mars, the other

of Mercury. Excellence in

Horfemanfliip or in Navigation

denoted the party to be the Son

of Neptune; and extenfive do-

minion, ofTuPITER. DiEDALUS,

the famous ftatuary, was cele^

brated as the fon of; Vulcan^

^ (jl. VI. V. 74.

"f Pauf^n, Eliac. IL p»477. ^

and
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and Apollonius * mentions one

Pal^emonius, who attained the

fame honour on account of his

lamenefs. To call a fkilful and

fortunate husbandman the fon

of Ceres would have interfered

perhaps with a known fa6l ;

and therefore the mythologifts

were obliged to compliment Ia-

sioN in a different way, by pre-

tending that Ceres was fo ena-

moured of him as to admit him

to her bed.

The meaning of thefe fables

was probably as well undcrftood

as a modern ro^.c is, ii^ho calls

his Patron a fon of Mars ; with

this difference, that among the

^
Apollon. Rhod. Lib, L v. 2.QI,

E 3 ancients
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ancients the fad might not be

entirely disbelieved, With re-

fpecl todcath, Mythology makes

no diflindion of ranks. Yet in

feme deaths the Gods were fup-

pofed to be particularly concern-

ed. It is obferved by Eusta^

THius *, that Homer attributes

the fudden deaths of Men to

ArOLLo, as of Women to Dia^

NA. It {hould feem however

that this was not wholly coi>

fined to fudden deaths, as their

arrows are faid to have killed

the children of Amphion and

NioBE, who according to Pau^

SANIAS i died of the plague,

CallimachusJ alfo afcribes the

* Euft. in Iliad. T.

\ Boeot. p. 721.

\ H. in Dian, V. 126, 7.

deaths
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deaths of women in childbed to

Diana. Mr. Markland on Eu-

ripides •••'

remarks, that it was

cuftomary to attribute deaths

from any fudden cafualty to the

paflionate regard of fome God,

taking the beloved object from

the world to himfelf. Thus

Orithyia, blown, 1 fuppofe,

from a precipice by the wind,

was reported to be carried off

by Boi^EAs; Hylas, drowned

in a fountain, to be pulled in

by the Water-nymphs : and Au-

PHiAKAUS, who in the hurry

of his flight from Thebes fell

with his chariot into a deep

chafm, to have been fuatched

into the bowels of the Earth by
*

Suppl. V, 9x9.

E 4 the
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the Gods themfelves, as a re^

ward of his virtue. This, as

appears from fome epigrams and

infcriptions, quoted by Mr.

DoRviLLE
''•,

was the common

qonfolation of every parent and

relation, to v/hom fuch difaf-

ters happened. That accidents

from lightning fhouldbe imputed

to Jupiter, is not to be won-

dered at, that fire appearing fo

manifeftly to come from hea-

ven. But it is worth remark-

ing, that perfons killed in this

manner were not always looked

upon as objeds ofthe divine wrath.

That idea would have been too

fevere upon their furviving

friends ; and therefore, though

the Mythologifts admitted fuch

* Ad Chariton, p. 258,.

a ca-
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a catailraphe to be penal, where

the party was obnoxious, yet

their general doclrine was, that

to be ftriick with lightning was

a mark of the fpecial favour of

Jupiter
^''

So far we have endeavoured

to point out fome- general prin-

ciples of Mythology. In what

follows there is no appearance

of any fuch principle, the tranf-

actions of mankind being indeed

too anomalous to be arranged

into diftind clafTes. We Ihall

find however, that v/hcn any
remarkable hd: occurred, the

invention of the Mylhojog^ifls

was always rerdy to give it a

* Artemidorus Lib. IL cap. 0.

new
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new and a magnificent colour-

ing:.

We will begin with Cecrops,

the moil ancient of the Atheni-

an Kings. Of him it is report-

ed that he was half a man and

halfaferpent; v»/hich Plutarch*,

and after him Eustathius +,

fuppofe to mean, that in the

former, or at leaft one half of

his reign, he governed with the

cruelty of a barbarian ; in the

other with mildnefs and huma-

nity.
It v/as by an allegory of

the fame kind according to Eu«

STATHius ti ^nd, if I miftake

* De fera Num. Vindldt. p. 551. Ed.

Franc,

I In Dionyf. Perieg.
v. 390.

J In Dionyf. Perieg, 1. c.

not,
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not, Plutarch alfo, that Cad-

mus was reported, after his expul-

fion froQi Thebes, to be meta-

morphofed irvto a ferpent ; the

fad being no more, than that

living arpcng the Illyrians, he

loft the humanity of the Greeks

and affumed the favagenefs of

that uncivilized nation.

The metamorphofis of the

people of ^gina from ants into

men is explained by the ancients

themfelves in a manner equally

natural. Strabo * informs us,

that the Inhabitants of that

Ifland, to fave the trouble of

making bricks, were ufed to

dwell in hollows, which they
*

J,,VIII.p. 576.

dug



6c ON THE GR.^CIAN

dug under ground; a cuftom

that l^ill prevails in Wallachia,

and fome parts of Poland, where

dwellings of that fort are called

Limfinks. The name of ants,

which fo naturally fuggefls itfelf,

and which we can hardly help

applying to a nation living' in

this n^anner, was converted by

the Poets into a ferious fidion,

that the people of \/^gina

originated from ants, who af-

terwards at the interceflion of

jSIacus were turned into men.

Many other ftories of Metd?hoyl.

phofes are in like manner founded

upon an analogy, that either

the character, or fituation, of

the nerfon had with that of the

bird, or beaft, into which he

was transformed. Lycaon was

fuppofed
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fuppofed to become a wolf, as

refembluig that Animal in his

favage cruelty. Merops, king

of Cosj was fald to be turned

into an cao-le *, as an emblem,

accordineto x^lian, of his hav-

ing been a pirate.
After Te-

REUS had been changed into an

CT/j/i^/j^ by the Mythologies, the

animofitv of that Bird" ao-ainft

the Swallow and the Nightin-

gale might poffibly fuggeft the

Idea, that Procne and Philo-

mela had alTumed thofe
fliapes.

The anxiety of Alcyone, and

her conflant waiting on the ifea-

(hoTQ for the return of.CEyx,

Dore fo great a refemblance to the

life of a Kinp;s-fi(]:er, that it

* Euftath. in Iliad, u:.

was
c*
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was little more than a metaphor

to fay {he became one. The

followers of Diomede, who died

of famine on fome defert part

of the coaii: of Italy, were faid

in like manner to be turned into

Herons, a bird that lives in the

fait marflies upon fifh. This

probably was the exa(9: iituatiori

of DioMEDE and his Argives in

the height of their diftrefsj and

therefore their transformation,

if underftood of this time, was

hardly to be called fabulous.

The power afcribed to the

fountain Salmacis, of turning

men into women, is thus explain-

ed byVitruvius-^. Thatfountairt

* Lib. IL cap. 8.

was
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was fituated at the very fummit

of the hill, which overlooked the

city of Halicarnaffus ; a fpot

originally occupied by the bar-

barous Carians, who were dif-

pofleffed by a colony of Greeks

from Argos and Troezene. Un-

able to defend themfelves from

this injury, the barbarians en-

deavoured to revenge it by con-

tinual incurfions upon their in-

vaders. At laft however one

of the new fettlers opening a

(hop upon the borders of this

fountain, and having furniflied

it plentifully with all forts of

wares, the barbarians were allu-

red one after another to fre-

quent it ; and in confequence

of that, fays this Author, e dufo

feroque
"
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feroque more commutati in Grit

corum confuetudinent etfuavitatem

fiid voluntate reducehanttir. So

that the water did not produce

efFeminacy, according to the

common tradition, but only that

foftnefs of difpofition which we

call humanity.

The imprifonment of Mars by
Otus and Ephialtes furnilhes

another inftance of an hiftorical

fad converted into a fable. Eus-

TATHius informs us*, that Otus

and Ephialtes were two princes^

who by their power and the

terror of their arms kept all their

neighbours in awe, and obliged

them to defifl: from their mutual

* In Iliad. E. v. 380.

/

n-mviiions
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invafions and piracies ; which

in the language of the Poets was

putting Mars in prifon.

It appears to have been a cuf-

tom among the Greeks, in build-

ing the walls of any new city,
to

animate the builders, and give an

air of feftivity to the undertak-

ing, by mufic. This at leaft I

infer from the manner, in v/hich

Pa usAN IAS fpeaks of the mufic

ufed at the building of the new

Meffene by Epaminondas *.

Hence we may account for what

the Mythologifts report of Am-

PHioN, that the melody of his

lyre was fo attradlive, that the

* Meflen. p. 345,

F very
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very ftones followed him, and

formed themfelves fpontaneoufly

into a wall furrounding the city

of Thebes ; by which, I fup-

pofe, nothing more is meant,

than that the wall was fo expe-

dltiou/ly
built under his infpec-

tion, and to the found of his

mufic, as if the (tones themfelves

had. been animated by it, and

arrano:ed themfelves of their own

accord in their proper places.

The flory of Daedalus and

Icarus is, I think, well ex-

plained by Pausanias*. He
tells us, that fails were the in-

vention of D^DALUS, and firil

* Boeotic. p. 732.

ufed
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ufed to facilitate his efcape from

Minos, who was only able to

follow him with oars. The
fuccefs of the invention to the

father and fon was fuitable to

the care of the one, and the rafh-

nefs of the other. The father

got fafe to the defired port ; the

fon, by carrying too much fail,

was overfet and drowned.

It is however but a fmall part

of the Greek Fables that is found-

ed upon domeftic fadls. The

principal of them are ingrafted

upon the ftories of their four prin-

cipal Heroes, Perseus, Bac-

chus, Jason, and Hercules;
who having been engaged, ac-

F a cording
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cording to the Poets, in expe-

ditions to diilant or unknown

countries, their adventures would

of courfe be very confufedly and

varioufly related, and mufl: na-

turally give great fcope for in-

vention and einbelliftiment. Had

Columbus, Drake, and Ra-

leigh, lived in times, when

writing was little pradifed, and

every thing was preferved in

fongs; and when moreover there

were no maps to affift the me-

mory; it is eafy to guefs how

ftrangely their exploits would

have been related ; how many
miraculous embelhfliments they

would have received from acci-

dent or defign ; and, laftly,
how

Geo-
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Geographers, in fubfequent times,

would have been perplexed to

fix the fcene of them. If this

would certainly have happened

where there was a real founda-

tion of truth, it clearly demon-

ftrates, that there may be fuch a

foundation, even where the ad-

ditional circumflances are im-

poflible
or contradldory. A ra«

tional enquirer will therefore re-

jedl only that part of the ftory

which is varioufly related ; and

admit that, if not manifeftly ab-

furd, in which all agree. Though
he doubts the miraculous ad-

ventures of thofe heroes, he will

admit their exiftence, efpecially

^s the traditions, which atteft

F 3 this,
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this, have alfo handed down to

ns an account of their parentage
and their defcendents.

Perseus, if admitted to be a

teal perfon, fhould feem to have

been a piratical adventurer, who,

having colleded together a band

of followers, was fortunate enough
to fucceed in plundering fome

rich city or temple on the coaft

of Barbary. His other exploit

in Palsefiine might perhaps be the

refcumo: of Andromeda not from

a fea-monfter, but from another

pirate like himfelf. Af^er this

he invaaed Argos, pretending to

be the Grandfon of Acrisius,

whom he expelled, and reigned

in
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in ills ftead. The ftory of his

mother Danae being thruft out

to fea in a fmall boat, with

him an infant, and their being

afterwards found by fifliermen,

and carried by them to the neigh-

bouring ifland of Seriphos, is

neither impoflible, nor at all un-

fuitable to the inhumanity of

thofe ages.

Bacchus, that is, the Grje-

ciAN Bacchus, was an adven-

turer contemporary with Per-

seus, but of a very different

kind. He appears to have been

a real perfon, from the difhon-

ourable circumftance of his hav-

ing been vanquifl:ied in battle by
F

4.
Per-
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Perseus and the Argives. Pau-

SANiAs, who has recorded this

fad, faw himfelf the fepulchres
of feveral of the female war-

riors *. He appears to have been

equally unfuccefsful againft Ly-
cuRGus, when he fled for refuge

into the bofom of the fea f ; that

is, to his
fhips. Fads, fo little

calculated to give luftre, were

not likely to have been feigned

of a Deity. Againft Pen-t

THEus indeed he had better fuc-

cefs, through the indifcretion of

that prince in coming either dif-

guifed, or without a fufficient

efcort, to be a fpedator of his

* Corinthiac. p. 155.

\ Iliad. Z. 135.

private
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private orgies.
He feems to have

been the firft perfon who thought

of attaching the populace to hlm-

felf by falfe miracles, and of ce-

mentins: his connexion u^ith them

by nodurnal affemblies and re-

vels. By thefe contrivances he

appears to have grown in the

end formidable to government in

feveral countries, though never

fufficiently powerful to affume it

himfelf.

The word belief is too ftrong

to be given to any notions that

can be formed of a fulyed io ob-

fcure. Bit ti^e probability of

what I have jufl now mentioned

is rather greater than that this

ad'
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adventurer, who was a man of

full age when he came to Thebes,

fhould be the fon of Semele,

though it ferved his purpofes no

doubt to pretend fo. Neither is

it neceflkry to fuppofe, that he

was the fame perfon who con-

quered India, whofe character and

name he might afiume. In what

manner he made his way may
be gueffed in part from what is

recorded in Livy * of the young

man, who firfl: attempted to in-

troduce the Bacchanalian rites

into Rome. The detail of this

confederacy feems to me to be

the beft key to the arts of the

Theban Bacchus. It is not im-

* Lib. xxxix. 8.

poflible
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poflible
indeed that he might

have penetrated into India,

through a country, in which

there were neither fortifications,

perhaps, nor great cities : But if

he did, it is more Hkely that he

fhould have been overpowered

and expelled by a frefli confe-

deracy of the inhabitants, than

that his retreat fhould have been

purely voluntary.

The ftory of Jason and his ex-

pedition to Colchis is fuller of

miracles and contradidi: ions than

almoft any part of the Gr^ecian

Mythology ; and therefore we

ought not to wonder that it

fliould be confidered by many of

the
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the moderns as an abfolute fic-

tion, deftitute of any hiftorical

bafis. Yet tjie ancients all admit

it as a fadl ; their Chronologers

fix the very year in which it took

place; and their Geographers,

with equal gravity, fpecify the

port from which they fet fail, and

thofe which they touched at in

their voyage out and home. An4
as to the perfons concerned in

the expedition, nothing can bq

more particular than the account

given by the Grammarians of

their parentage and the places of

their refidence.

The
obje<9:

of their voyage, as

the poets reprefent it, was truly

ridi-
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ridiculous ; but, as explained by

hiftorians, was every way ade-

quate to the difficulty of the un-

dertaking. The fable of the

golden fleece, according to Stra-

BO *, took its rife from the

method ufed by the inhabitants

of Phafis to entangle and colledt

the gold duft wafhed down from

the hills ; which was by placing

acrofs the rivers a number of

fheepfkins with the fleeces ad-

hering to them. ^ And this is

confirmed by Appian *, who

intimates that Pompey the Great,

after the defeat of Mithridates,

made himfelf an eye-v/itnefs of

* L. XL p. 499.

•f-
Mithridat. p. 242, Ed. H. Stephc
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the fa£l. It was natural there-

fore for the Greeks to confider

the country of Colchis as a fort

of Peru, efpeclally when the

riches of it were magnified, as

no doubt they were, by the

marvellous reports of travellers.

it was not therefore 2lJinglefieece

that allured them, but the con-

queil or general plunder of the

country. Now this, it is ob-

vious, was not to be efFedled by
fo fmall a number of warriors

as one and
fifty,

which is the

hio[heft number mentioned in

any of the lifts : and we are

obliged therefore either to reje6l

the ilory entirely, or to fuppofe

v^ith Charax, an ancient Gram-

marian ^
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marian, that, inftead of one and

fifty mariners, each of thefe

fuppofed mariners was captain

of a feparate fhip, if not com-

mander of a little fleet. It

fhould feem from Strabo *
that

they at firft penetrated far into

the country, which the fudden-

nefs of the attack will very well

account for ; but their precipi-

tate retreat from Colchis, the

formidable fleet fent after them

by the natives, their being com-

pelled to take a different courfe

in their return, and the little

we hear of the Argonauts after-

wards ;
all this clearly fliews

that their fuccefs was not per-

* L. I. p. 77.

manent;
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manent; but that they were

difgracefully
defeated aijd difap-

pointed of their booty. Had

it been otherwife, I think we

fiiould have heard more of the

Golden Fleece after its arrival in

Theflaly, than barely what

Apollodorus fays% that it was

prefented to Pelias.

What I have already faid will

fufficiently
obviate one of the

arguments, with which Mr.BRY^

ANT has attempted to annihilate

the hlftorical bafis of this ftory.

He is right in faying, that the

crew of a little Bilander t could

* L, I. c. 27.

t .^.nalyiis. Vol. II. p. 487.

not
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not atchleve fo many exploits ;

defeat armies, build cities, and

leave feveral colonies behind

them. This is a point given up

by al! attentive and critical en-

quirers,
both ancient and modern.

]Sor is the conqueft of Peru by

PizARRo, though efFedted with

a mere handful of men, at all a

fimilar cafe. Yet it is far from

impoflible, that the Mythologifl:?,

to render the flory more intereft-

ing and furprifing, may have

dropped all mention of the vl/es

animcB, that conftituted the balk

of the army. And this is th^

more probable, as we find the

fame thing pradlifed in refpedl

to Hercules, who is often re-

G prefented
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prefented
as having atchieved by

perfonal ftrength, what he only

did at the head of his troops.

Thus of the defeating the Miny^e

Euripides fays
*

:

Whereas Diodorus f exprefsly

tells us, that he was not the fin-

gle a6lor in this exploit ; but

accompanied by all the young
men of Thebes.

Mr. Bryant J infifts ftrongly

upon the contradidory accounts

* Here. Fur. ver. 220.

•f" L. iv. p. 256. Ed. Weffeling.

J Analyfis, Vol. II. p. 484. feq.

given
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given bv different authors of this

expedition : which in his idea

entirely deftroy the credit of the

ftory. But this furely is inevi-

table in a matter which the

poets, who firll recorded it, coU

leded only from report, and,

where that was imperfedl, fup-

plied the deficiency from fancy

and conjecture. Before the par-

ticulars of Mr. Banks Es voyage

round the world were commu-

nicated to the public, feveral

different reports were circulated

in refped to the countries diico-

vered and vifited ;
which reports,

if fuffered to go down to pof-

terity without contradiclion,

would have formed the bafis of

G 2 fo
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fo many difFerent hiftories. Yet

I think pofterity would have

reafoned ill to have denied the

exiftence of that gentlerpan, be-

caufe fome had infifted that he

returned home by the North,
and others by the South, Coaft

of New Holland. And why
might not the Greeks in like

manner have full evidence of the

exillence of Jason, Tiphys,

Anc^us and others
; and that

they failed upon an expedition

to Colchis, and returned; with-

out knowing exadlly the rivers

which they failed down, or the

feas and countries which they
traverfed ? The one might be a

matter of public notoriety, but

the
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the other required accurate in-

formation from the mouth of the

adventurers themfelves.

But Mr. Bryant *
contends,

that the i\RGo itiufi: b^ a mem.o-

rial of the ^rk, becaufe it is faid

by Eratosthenes -f-
to have

been ^he jirjl pip ever built \

which he truly obferves to be in-

confiilent with what the Greek

Poets and Hiftorians have re-

lated of the ftill earlier voyages

of Cadmus and Danaus, to men*

tion no more : and from this in-

confiftency he again infers, that

they knew not the origin of their

own traditions. But it fhould be

*
Analyfis, vol.11, p. 493. fcq.

-j-
Aftcrifm. p. 13. ed. Oxon.

G 3 obferved,
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obfcrved, that the ancient writers

are far from being unanimous in

repre Tenting the A r go as the firJi

P^ip ever built. Diodorus Sicu-

Lus tells us *, that it was the firil

fhip that had ever been built of

Jo confiderahle a Jize ;
and Fliny

the Naturaliil f, that it was the

firfl lon^ fliip.
If we only fup-

pofc,
that the Argo was the fjfi

Jlnp-,
of which any memory or

tradition had been preferved,
that

Jailedfrom Greece upon a diftant

and hazardous expedition, we

need not be furprifed,
I think,

to find, that in time it came to

be confidered, in the popular

* L. IV. p. 285. Ed. Weffeling.

f L. VII. c. 57.

MYTHO-
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MYTHOLOGY of Grcecc, as thefirjl

jhip that was ever built.

Mr. Bryant further fays*,

that the Argonautic hiftory mud
have had its origin in fome coun-

try fouth of Greece, becaufe the

conjlellatton ARgo is 7iot vifihle
i?i

Jo northern a latitude. But this

argument I apprehend is much

more forcibly apphed in an- ther

place i to combate xSx^ fuppofition

of Sir Isaac Newton, that the

fphere, in which the conjlellation

Argo had a place,
was con-

ftruded by Chiron for the ufe of

the Araonauts. To make it of

any weight in the prefent quef-

*
Analyfis, vol. II. p. 497.

\ IbitJ. vol. II. p. 479.

G 4 tion,
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tion, Mr. Bryant fliauld have

{hewn, that the conflellation K^qo

was not vifible in any country

inhabited by Greeks, or where

the language, and hiftory, and

fables of Greece, were current.

On the contrary, he allows him-

felf *5 that it wis vifible in

Rhodes, where FIipparchus is

knov/n to have made fonie of his

obftrvations ;
and in Cnidus, the

birth place and refidence of the

famous aftronomer E u d o x u s,

whofe defer iption of the cosleftial

phsenomena Arafus is laid to

have copied. This argument

therefore being put out of the

way, I fee no reafon for attri-

*
Analyfis, vol. II. p. 497.

buting
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butlng the groundwork of the

ftory to any nation but the Grse-

cians, who claim it. And this

is further connrmed by the word

ArgOy which is evidently of

Greek origin, being formed from

the adjedtive a^yog, f^ifty by the

fame analogy as
To^y^j^^ KsT^aiv^i

KaA>./cw, Apl^cc, and, T believe,

fome other proper names are from

their kindred adjedivcs.

Before I quit the ftory of Ja-

son, I will juft obferve, that

there are two fables conneded

with it, which admit of no very

dlfEcult explanation. The Har-

pies, who were ufed to come

fuddcniy, and carry off the food

that
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that was fet before Phineus,

were probably pirates, who land-

ed every now and then to plun-

der the coaft ; till
finally driven

away by the two winged fons of

Boreas, who commanded a part

of the Argonautic fleet. Per-

haps the ftory of Tantalus,

ftarving in the fight of his food,

may denote, in like manner, the

fudden incurfions of robbers, who

laid wafte his country jufi:
before

harveft. But to wave this. The

other miracle, to which I alluded,

was, thefpeaking ^^^/of the Argo,

which I take to have been fuch

another juggle as that of Ser-

TORius, pretending to receive dl-

rediQns from heaven throucrho

the
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the means of a doe : which the

Spaniards readily beUeving, obey-

ed his orders with a blind fub-

miffion *. But the fpeahj^g keel

might have Impofed upon an af-

fembly of mariners in a more en-

lightened age; nor did it require

any thing to carry on the impof-

ture, but the faculty of fpeaking

Inwardly, w-ithout opening the

lips or teeth, in the manner of

the
sP/xg'^iiAvhi*

The ftory of Hercules is more

intricate and perplexed than that

of any ancient hero whatever; at

the fame time that there is very

ftrong evidence of fuch a perfon

* Plutarch. Vit. Sertorii.

having
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having exifted in Greece, and

performed iTaany not incredible

exploits. The old hijlorical

Mythologifts feem perfedly a-

ware of this, and take care to in-

form us, that the adions attri-

buted to Hercules are not all

to be underftood of the Thehan

HfcRcuLES, but fome of the yS~

gyptian^ and others of the Ty-

rian ;
and that all thefe have

been blended together by the

fabulous Mythologifts into one

ferles of events. As U^olkMq has

flrongly the appearance of a

Grecian name, it feems at firft

view difficult to conceive, how

fuch a name (hould have been

borne by any one in either of

thofe
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thofe nations, whofe language

was very different, and who were

very unlikely to borrow from

the Greeks in that very remote

period, in which the Tyrian and

the ^Egyptian chieftain are plac-

ed. Nor is it all eafy to com-

prehend, hov/ the actions of one

man fhould be imputed to ano-

ther, who lived in a remote coun-

try above a thousand years later.

Yet both thefe fuppofitions will

perhaps be rendered credible by

premifing a few reflections. We

may recolledl then, that among
the ancients it was no Angular

piece of vanity for princes to af-

fume, or fuffcr their flatterers to

confer upon them, the name of

fome
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fome Hero or Demigod, whofe

character might be fuppofed to

have ever fo flight a referablance

to their own. To fay nothing
of CoMMODUs, the Roman Her-

cules, whofe caprices are no

ftandard of ancient cuftoms :

Hyginus, if I miftake not, fome-

where fays, that Caranus, the

firfl: of the Argive race who fet-

tled in Macedonia, affumed the

name of his anceftor Hercules.

The title of Bacchus was alfo

much coveted. It v/as affumed

by Ptolemy Auletes, king of

^gypt
*

; and among the Ro-

mans by Marc Antony and Ca-

* Diod. Sic. Lib. I.

LIGULA.
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LisuLA *. The northern tra-

ditions alfo inform us, that Odin,

from whom their prefent hiftory

begins, had originally another

name, but afterwards affumed

that of a more ancient Odin, of

whom no other circumftance is

now remembered. In hke man-

ner the
H^ocK7.y}g

of the Greeks,

who was originally called A/.zGnocy

or AXK&iSric, we may fjppofe, af-

fumed, or was complimented

with, the name
ofu^axXri;, from

the refemblance of his exploits

to thofe of a more antient Her-

cules, well known in that age.

Hence in procefs of time, when

the memory of the former was

* Euftathius in Iliad. I.

grown
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grown obfolete, his adions and

adventures v/ere attributed to the

latter. But whence comes it

then that this foreign hero had a

Grascian name, as
B^dckXyic

un-

doubtedly is, and that not mere-

ly a name of Grecian termina-

tion, Hke AdPeioc, ^ix^votSoi(^oc,
and

many others, but compounded
of two genuine Greek words, by
the fame analogy as Diocles and

Athenocles, two names that we

meet with in Poly^nus ? This

is indeed a hard queilion to an--

fwer, unlefs we fuppofe it to be

a tranflation of the Egyptian

word, as Heliopolis is a tranf-

lation of On, and Panopolis of

Chemmo. Pausanias '''mentions

* Phocic, p. 836.

5 one
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one Maceris, who was furnamei

Hercules by the Egyptians and

Libyans ^^

IfthereforethefonofALCMENA

afiumed the title of a more ancient

hero, it is not to be wondered that

the itinerant poets and rhapfodifts

of Greece fliould afcribe to their

own countryman all the briHiant

actions of his namefakc : when

even grave hiftorians are fome-

times mifled by the limilitude of

names, attributing to the younger

Africanus, for inftance, what

was atchieved by the Elder.

Thus then It is poffible
that the

diftant expeditions to Africa,

Spain, Italy, and India, may
* Phocic. p. 836.

H belong
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belong to the older Hercules,

and that the theatre of the Grae-

cian chieftam extended no fur-

ther than from Greece to Lydia
and the Euxine. The words of

Arrian are very appofite. "I

apprehend," fays he*,
" that

the Hercules worfhiped by
the Iberians in Tarteflus (neaj:

which are the fo-called pillars

of Hercules) was the Tyrian

Hercules f ; beCaufe Tartef-

fus was built by the Phcsni-

cians, and the temple of Her-

cules there is conftruded, and

the facrihces alfo performed,

^ * De Expedit. Alexandri. II. p. 88.

Ed. Groii.

'jf
See- alfo Appian. Iber. p. 256. Ed.

H. Stcpiu
" after
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after the Phcenician manner.

As for Geryones, againft

whom the Argive Hercules

was fent by Eurystheus, to

drive away his kine, and bnng
them to Mycenae, Hecat^us

the hiftorlan fays, that he had

no connexion with the country

of the Iberians ; and that Her-

cules was not fent to any
ifland called Erythea in the

Atlantic ocean ; but that there

was a king, called Geryones,

in Epirus, near Ambracia and

Amphilochia ; and that Her-

cules drove away the kine from

thence, beincr itfelf no mean

labour. With refped to which

I know myfelf, that Epirus is

H 2 "a good
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' a good pafture country, and
' breeds excellent kine ; and I

' think it not improbable, that

^ the fame of the kine of Epirus,
* and the name of fuch a king as

'

Geryones, mip-ht be carried

' to EuRYsSTHEus, but that he

would never have known eveti

^ the name of the king of the

*

Iberians, fituated as they are

* at the extremity of Europe, or

^ the quality of their cattle." So

far Arrian ; and in fupport

of this notion we may obferve,

that though the fon ofAlcmena

is mentioned in general terms, as

having cleared the feas of pirates,

not one of the Graecian writers

has fpecified
fo much as a (ingle

exploit:
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exploit of that kind. Sallust

alfo, in his hiftory of the Jugur-

thine war, mentions an African

tradition, that Hercules died in

Spain ; and that, after his death,

confiderable bodies of Medes,

Perfians, and Armenians, which

had compofed part of his army,

came over and fettled in Africa ;

whereas the army of the Argive

chieftain conliiled of Greeks, and

principally, according to Pin-

dar *, of Tirynthians. When
therefore this laft-mentioned poet

affirms, that Hercules brought

the wild olive-tree (Kotinos) to

Ehs from the country of the

01. X. 40. Iflhm. VI. 40.

H 3 Hy.
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Hyperboreans*, which the learn-

ed GssNER-f fuppofes to be For-

tugal, we ought, I believe, to re^*

fer the former part of the afler-

tion to the Grascian Hercules ;

and the latter, that is, the expe-

dition to Portugal, to the Tyrian,

who might alfo be the perfon that

fubdued Cacus the robber, and

fought with Eryx.

But how then Ihall we recon-

cile this with what Synesius tells

us J, that in the public regifters

of the city of Cyrene was record-

ed, till the invafion of the Bar^

barians, a lift of dependents in

* Ol. III. 25.

-f De Phoenic. Navig. Prsel. II. § 8.

t ^PP- P- 3"^^' ^^- P*^'^^^'

reo-ular
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regular fucceffion from Hercu-

les to himfelf? Does not this

imply, that the Graecian Her-

cules vifited Africa, and found-

ed Cyrene ? Yet on the other

hand Pindar, who wrote two

Odes * to Arcesilaus, king of

Cyrene, gives not the leaft hint

of Hercules having been there,

and much lefs of his having

founded that city.
I prefume,

therefore, that Synesius muft

mean only, that Cyrene, having

been fettled from the Ifland of

Thera, which w^ a Spartan co^

lony, the firft fettlers brought

with them, and kept memorials

of their defcent from the kings of

*
Pyth. IV & V.

H 4 Sparta
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Sparta and their progenitors as

far back as Hercules. And this

I think will tally fufEciently

with what Synesius lays,
at the

fame time that it accounts for

the filence of Pindar.

If we fuppofC) that the lx)n of

AlciMENa never failed to Spain

or Africa, it will ftrike off from

the lift of his labours the acqui-

fition of the Hefperian apples.

Of the remaining ten (for the

/ conqueft of the triple Geryones,

that is, Geryones and his two

brothers, has been already dif-

cuffed), of thefe, I
fay,

the

killing of the Nemeasan Lion

may be literally true; as it is

far
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far from impoffible, that a llrong

adive man, if lucky enough to

give a h*on a ftunning blow on

the head with a heavy club, might

eafily
feize and throttle him, be-

fore he recovered from his ver-

tigo. Pausanias even mentions

one PoLYDAMAs % who maftered

and killed a lion without any

weapon at all. The fetching of

CERBERUsfromhell, PAUSANlASt

explains to mean the deftroying

of a great ferpent, that inhabited

a chafm of the earth at Tsenarus;

which is ftrongly countenanced

by what Eustathius tells us

from other authors
(fojr

he does

not appear to have read the tra-

'* Eliac. II. p. 469.
+ Lacon. p. 275.

veh
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vels of Pausanias), that Cer^

BERUs was reprefented by the

ancients with the head of a fer*

pent. Nor was this an atchieve-

ment unworthy of Hercules.

Serpents are found at this day in

the Eaft Indies of an enormous

length, from fifty to one hun-^

dred and
fifty feet : who, except

when gorged with food, are

greatly an overmatch for any
animal. Such a one it probably

was that the Roman army de-

ftroyed, though not without the

help of a catapult, near the river

Bagrada-'-. A ferpent ofthisfize,

lying at the mouth of a tremen-

dous chafm, might naturally be

*
A.Gellius, VI. 3.

called
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called the Dog of Hell^ as the

hydra, a fuppofed ferpent, is

called by Euripides the Dog of
Lerna *.

Two or three of the labours

of Hercules appear to be hiflo-

rical fadls, difguifed by allegory.

The (lory of the Hydra related

probably to fome crew of Ban*

ditti, who flickered themfelves

in the woods and, though de-

feated and driven from place to

place, continually returned, till

loLAUs, fetting fire to the woods,

compleated their deflru8:ion. The

Stymphalian birds muft alfo be

allegorical, if ApoLLODORUst had

* Here. Fur. v. 420.

•f"
Lib. II. p. loS.

7 aiy
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any foundation for faying, that

they took refuge in the woods,

to avoid being the prey of wolves.

As they are reported to have de-

ftroyed the grain (y.oc^Ttac *) it is

not unHkely, that they might be

diftrefl'ed people driven from their

own houfes by fome powerful

enemy, called wolves in the fable,

and reduced from neceffity to

become robbers in their turn.

The ftory of their fhooting of

their wine-feathers like arrows

indicates, I think, the nature of

the weapons which they ufed.

The ftory concludes with their

being driven from the woods by

the terror of a brazen rattle, af-

* Diodorus Sic. 1. IV. c. 13.

ter
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ter which Hercules deftroyed

them with his arrows. This

may fignify,
that he drove them

into fome ambufcade by 1 falfe

alarm in the oppofite quarter :

made perhaps by the cla(hing of

fliields and fpears.

The Stag run down by Her-

cules was probably a man of the

name of Elaphus, it being com-

mon among the Greeks to give

the names of animals to men.

Thus we find in their writings

perfons called Aswv, Kf/oc, AAwTrrj^,

Muc, AvKo;^ and therefore why
not l,Aoc<poc ? As the flag is faid

to have been confecrated to Di-

ana, the man I fuppofe was one

of
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of her priefts, who had been

guilty of feme crime. Hercu-*

LEs was defirous to take him

without hurting him ; but not

being able, after a year's purfuit;-

according to Apollodorus *, to

effe<El this, at laft lamed him

with an arrow, and delivered

him, ftill breathing, to Eurys-

THEUS. '^^'^'^

As the fon of Alcmena was

never unattended with fomething
like an army, his expedition

againft the Amazons, and that

againftDiOMEDE, kingof Thrace^^

carry in them nothing marvel-

lous* The fole difficulty here

* Lib. II. p. 103.

arifes
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arifcs from the objedl, which

hardly feems to deferve a military

equipment. Yet it is not diffi-

cult to conceive, that if Eurys-

THEUs was felicitous, as we find

he was, to improve the breed of

his cattle by bringing Heifers

from Epirus, he might think it

a matter of equal importance to

mend the breed of his horfes by

bringing ftallions, or mares, from

Thrace. The girdle of Anti-

OPE may feem to have been a

very trivial confideration ; but

if by girdle was meant a tradl of

ceal^, as in the followino^ verfe

of APOLLONIUS ^\

*
i^rgonant. I. 29.

it
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it will not be difficult to difcover

the end which Eurystheus had

in view; as the coafi: adjoining

to the Amazons' country, per-

haps under their goverment, was

precifely
the place, ifnot the only

place, where iron was forged and

manufadured in thofe remote

times ; and it was fo much the

employment and fupport of the

inhabitants, that Apollonius

tells us *, they entirely negleded

agriculture.

Of the twelve labours of He r-

GULES the only material one un-

explained is his cleanfing of the

AuGBAN Stables, that is, the

•*
Argonaut. II. 1004.

fences,
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fences, in which Augeas fecured

his cattle by night, and which

are reprefented as being over-

filled with dung, fo as to require

immenfe labour to remove it.

This however is plainly nonfen-

fical, as Augeas no doubt em-

ployed cowherds enough (and

very few v/e know would be fuf-

ficient) to remove the dung out

of the iialls from day to day.

DiODORUS SicuLus tcUs the ftory

indeed in a peculiar way, Ac-

cording to him *, this was a work

of no great difficulty ; but he

fuppofes that Kercules, by v/ay

of degradation and ignominy,

was enjoined to cleanfe thefe fl:a-

* Lib. iv. c. 3.

I bles
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bles of the dung, without any
afliftance. But this is inconfif-

tent with what all the Mytholo-

gifts fay, that Augeas ftipulated

to give Hercules a large re-

ward ; which plainly (hews the

tafk, whatever it was, to have

been of fome importance, and

too great for the number of la-

bourers engaged in his fervice.

Pausanias relates *, that the

country was fo covered with

dung, as to have been rendered

incapable of cultivation. And

this indeed may have fome foun-

dation of truth in that warm

climate, fince, according to

Theophrastus, dung without

* Eliac. I. p. 377.

water
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water burns the ground. But a

further folutlon of this difficulty

is, I thinkj to be found in Pliny,

who informs us *, that Augeas,

king of Elis, was the firfl who

pra6:ifed the manuring of lands

with dung in Greece. He pro-

bably therefore had difcovered

how much his lands fuffered for

want of water, and employed
Hercules to remedy the incon-

venience : which the latter ef-

fedted, not by any perfonal la-

bour, but by fetting his foldiers

to turn the courfe of a river, or

lay dams acrofs it, fo as, one

way or other, to overflow the

country. The fervice, it is pro-

^^- N.H. Lib. XVII. c, 6.

I t bab!e,
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bable, was beyond expedation ;

as Hercules demanded, in re-

turn for it, the half of his king-
dom*

Of the explanations of an-

cient Mythology here given,

no inconfiderable number has

been handed down by the an-

cients themfelves, and therefore

may be confidered as ftanding

upon fome ground of evidence

furnifhed by authors and records

now loft ;
the remainder are

merely conjedures, upon which

criticifm has its full fcope. Con-

iidering the fable as an j^77igma^

the thing required is, to find

fome probable fadl, bearing fuch

a re-
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a refemblance to it, as that the

fable fhall appear to be only a

natural and eafy allegory of the

truth. The compleat analogy

between them is the only evi-

dence of which the cafe will ad-

mit.

DIS-
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DISSERTATION IL

AN EXAMINATION OF SIR ISAAC NEWr
TON'S OBJECTIONS TO THE CHRONO-
LOGY OF THE OLYMPIADS.

1'^
H E Regiikr of the Olym-

pic Games, which is the

great bafis of the Graecian Chro-

nology, was, I believe, admit-

ted as authentic by all the Lite-

rati from the j-evival of letters

to the rime of Sir Isaac Newton.

That moil eminent philofopher,

after having inyeftigated with

fppcefs the laws of the material

world, feems to have imagined,

that the fame mathematical know-

ledge,
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ledge, which had enabled him

to do this, would be equally fer-

viceable to him in unravelling

the difiicukies of ancient hillory,

and reconciling the difcordant

epochas of different nations. In

the profecution of this defign he

has attempted to fhew, that al-

moil: all nations have been fond

of carrying back their origin to

too remote a period; and with

that view have lalfified their

chronology ; in particular, that

the Grsecians, aduated by the

fame foollfti vanity as the reft of

mankind, have endeavoured to

impofe upon the world a fiditious

feries of Olympic vidors.

I mull here take the liberty

to obfcrve, that the difpofitioii

X of
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of the GiDecians to maprnlfy their

antiquity, is a thing entirely

deftitute of proof, any further

than it is proved by Sir Isaac's

ov/n bock. It ouoht not there-,

fore to be confidered as a prin-

ciple of argument, being indeed

the conckifion to which his ar-

guments tend : for which reafon

I ihall take no further notice of

it at prefent ; but proceed to

confider the probabiHty of his

grand pofition, that tlie nrft part

of the feries of Olympic vidlors

is purely fiditious, neither the

viclors, nor the games them-

fclves, having at that time had

any exiftence.

>^ow in order that we may the

better judge, what degree of cre^

dit
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dit is due to the lift of Olym-

piads,
I will firft ftate what it

was ;
with the external evidence

in its favour. The principal

witnefs is Pausanias, who, in

the time of the emperour Mar-

cus Antoninus, travelled over

Greece in fearch of antiquities,

and was particularly attentive to

thofe at Elis. He appears to have

himfelf examined the regifter of

the Oly?npioiiiC(2 ;
for fpeaking

of two ftatues erected to atone for

fome unfair pradlices
of a Rho-

dian wrelUer, he concludes thus*.

" The Elean guides fay further,

^' v^ith refped to thefe Athletes,

^* that it happened in the 178th

* Eliac. I, p. /j32.
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"
Olympiad, that Eudelus re-

*' celved money from Philos-

"
TRATUs, which Philostratus

*' was a Rhodian. This ftorv I

** found contradided by the re-

"
gifter of the Olympionica kept

"
by the Eleans ; for in that re-

*'
giiler

it is, that in the 178th
*'

Olympiad Strato of Alexan-

*' dria in the fame day carried

"
away the prize of vvreftling,

" and of the Pancratium." In ano-

ther place ••, he tells a remark-

able ftory of one Lichas, a Lace-

daemonian, who, at a time when

the Lacedsemonians were exclud-

ed from contending in the games,

entered his chariot in the name

* Eliac. I(. p. 454.

of
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of the people of Thebes, and

having won the race put a

o'arland upon the driver's head

v/ith his ov/n hands. This the

Eleans refentino; ordered him to

be fcourged ;
which produced an

invafion of their country on the

part of the Lacedemonians*

" The war being at an end," fays

Pausanias,
'' LicHAS eredied his

*' ftatue here ; but the records

" of the Eleans fay,
that it was

'' not LiCLiAS, but the people of

"
Thebes, that obtained the

'^

prize."
In a third pafiage he

fays ''^,

^* the vidory of the fons

*• of Phidolas is reoiftered in the

^' records of the Eleans as hav-

* Eliac. II. p. 484.
"
ing
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*'
insf happened in the 68th

''

olympiad, and not hejore^

The text has it
Tre^i ic/^iiiriQ^ by

miliake for
r^^o Tocvni;. From

thefe three paflages it fcems

plain, that he had infpeded the

regifter himfelf. I fay, regifier,

in the lingular number, though
Pausanias commonly fpeaks in

the plural , to. 'HAaa;y
y^ocij^iAOiTcc.

For if he had meant private me-

morials kept by the Eleans, he

would hardly have faid fo con-

fidently, as he does in the laft

quoted paffage, that the vidory

of the fons of Fiiidolas v/as re-

giftered as in the 68di Olympiad,

and not before, Befides, in fpeak-

ing of the 104th Olympiad, at

which the Arcadians prended, he

favs
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favs '=',

" the Eleans do not enter

it h holtolT^oY^ 'OAt;//7r/ac5wy," plain-

ly intimating, that it was one

fingle catalogue, and the public

record of the Eleans. If any

doubt (Lould remain, it feems

to be removed by what he fays

of EuANORiDAS the Elean t, that

having obtained the prize of

wrefUing at the Olympic Games,

and afterwards becoming one of

the Helknodlcce^ or prefidents,

he himfelf recorded the names

of the victors. So that here we

fee it was not only a public re-

cord, but the entries in it were

made by the preGdent of the

games.

* Eliac. II. p. 529.

I Ibid- p, 4yi*

I thought



OF THE OLYMPIADS. 129

I thought it ncceiTary to ex-

plain this at large, becaufe we

are told by Plutarch, in his life

of NuMA*j that fome objected

to the lift of the Olympiads, as

being publiflied by Hippias the

Elean rather late, and from no

very certain materials. It ap-

pears from Pausanias, an eye-

witnefs^ that he had the beft

materials imaginable ; and being

a man in high efteem among
the Greeks, and greatly en-

trufted by his own countrymen,

though ridiculed by Plato, it is

not to be fuppofed, that he

would publifh a mere invention

* P. 130. Ed. Bryan.

K of
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of his own as a copy of their re-

cords. Befides, Pausanias, who

was upon the fpot, and infpedled

them, gives no hint of their dif-

fering materially, or even at all,

from the lift commonly received.

And we may obferve, that Xe-

NOFHON, who lived in the coun-

try of Elis, and in the very next

generation after Hippias, cites

one Olympiad numerically %
and probably therefore from his

lifi. So that Sir Isaac is hardly

corred: in faying f, that the rec-

koning by Olympiads v/as not ia

ufe among the Greeks till after

Ephorus.

* Hellen. I.

"f ChronoL p. 47..

Let
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Let us next enquire, whether

this reglfter was kept from the

very beginning of the Olym-

piads. And to this alfo Pausa-

NiAs bears teflimony ; for he

fays *, that from the time that

there are uninterrupted memo-

rials of the Olympiads, the firft

prize given was that of the foot-r

race, which Coroebus the Elean

won. St RABO alfo mentions

Coroebus as vi£tor in the firft

Olympiad f ; and Athen^eus

particularly
remarks J, that he

was by profeffion
a cook. The

fame Pausanias, fpeaking of a

vidlory gained in a v/ar by the

^^ Kliac. I. p. 394.

'j-
L. VIII. p. 544.
L. IX. p. 382.

-I-

4

K 2 people
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people of Megara over the Co-

rinthians, which was prior in

time to the annual Archons of

Athens, fubjoins,
*' but neither

" were the Olympiads as yet re-

"
giftered by the Eleans *

j"

which implies, that they began

to do it foon after; and moft

clearly fhews, that a public re-

gifter was the thing which he

meant ; fince no man could fay

with confidence, that no private

memorials were kept before the

time when Coroebus was vidor.

That fuch a remfter fliould be

at all corrupted, is highly im-

probable. It is well known how

* Ellac. II. p. 500.

care-
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careful the Greeks were of their

archives. Thofe of the Athe-

nians were kept in the temple of

Cybele, called Metrgum, from

whence Apellicon the Gram-

marian found means to fleal

fome of them, which would have

coil him his life, as Athen/EUs

informs us *, if he had not fled

^out of the country. Even the

alteration of records was a capi-

tal crime amonor the Rhodians,

as we learn from Dion i ; though

in other places, according to

Cicero J, it was only puniflied

by fine. 1 hat the Elean records

* L. V. p. 214.

t Orar. XXXI. p. i2>^.

J In Verrcm.

K 3 had
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had ever been altered, we have

no reafon to think, as no traces

of fuch a crime are to be found

in any ancient author.

But w^hat is the alteration

which Sir Isaac fufpedls, or ra-

ther afiertSj to have been made ?

Not merely the crazing of a name

here and there, and fubflituting

of another in its ftead, but the

entire and wilful forgery of about

forty Olympiads, that had no

real exiftence *. This bold fup-

pofition far exceeds any thing

that i recoiled in the works of

Dr. Bentlf.y, whom a great poet

has fiigmatized with the epithet

* Chronpl. p. 122.*

of
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of jlaping. But waiving the

boldnefs, let us confider the pro-

bability of it. And here two

queftions occur ; firft, what

could be the motive ? and, fe-

condly, how it could be accom-

pliftied?

The motive muft be either

private or public; private, to

gratify the pride of a number of

families, by attributing to them

Olympic vidtorles which they
had never obtained : or public,

to increafe the reputed antiquity

of the Olympic inlHtution. Both

thefe motives, and the firft in

particular, fuppofe that the forg-

ed Olympiads were to be imme-

K ^ di^tely



13^ ON THE CHRONOLOGY

diaiely publifhed and circulated,

and not to lie dormsnt upon their

regiiler ; for in that cafe how

could the pride of any family be

gratified ? Suppofing therefore

this feries of forty Olympiads,
with the names of their refpec-

tive vidors, to be publlflied, I

would afk, as the memory of

real vic^tories was always care^

fully preferved in families, whe-

ther the families, to whofe pride

this facrifice was made, mull not

be perfedly confcious, that no

fuch games or victories, as thofe

recorded in the forged Olym-

piads, had ever exifted ? And as

the vidors in forty Olympiads,

if all the g^iTiCS
were fupplied

with
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with fiditious vidlors, niuil

have been very numerou?, and,

upon the narrovvtlt computation,

could not be fewer than forty,

the number of families entrufted

with this fecret mufl: alfo have

been proportionally numerous,

^rnuch too numerous, in my
Judgement, to admit of the for-^

gery palling without detedlion.

The pubHc motive comes next

to be confidcred. Now, as the

Eleans, who had the cjllody of

the Olympic Regii^cr, did not

date their origin, as a nation,

from the commencement of the

OlvniDic Games, but carried it

fnany geneiations f .ditx'- back,
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I cannot comprehend how their

vanity could be materially gra-

tified by proving, that this par-

ticular in{l:itution was fet on foot

in the fourth century of their

political exiftence, rather than in

the fifth or fixth. Or will it be

faid, that, by carrying back the

origin of the Olympic Games,

they in efFtd carried back the

original iera of their own hifto-

ry ? Even this could be no ob-

jcdi
to the Eleans, becaufe their

hlftory is fo intimately connected

with that of the petty nations

adjoining, that whatever height-

ens the antiquity of any one

muft equally heighten that of

the others. The whole mafs of

Gr^T^cian
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Gr2ecian hiftory muil: move to-

gether. To increafe the number

of the Olympiads, could not

therefore contribute in the leafl:

to fet them above the heads of

their neighbours, which is the

common, if not the only, mo-

tive, for pretending to fuperior

antiquity. Of the more difiant

and barbarous nations, they either

knew too little to enter into any

competition with them, or elfe

they fliewed their indifference for

this fancied honour, by readily

fubfcribing, as in the cafe of the

Egyptians, to the claim of pri-

ority, which thefe laft, Vv'ith great

confidence, and perhaps with

juftice, urged.

We
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We are next to enquire into

the poffibility
of impofing fuch

a h6tion upun the world. It is

evident, that no fuch impofition

could take place, after the time

when HiPPiAs the Elean publifh-

ed the lift of the Olympionicce^ as

mentioned by Plutarch *. Sir

Isaac fays, that he lived in the

iC5th Olympiad f ; and poffibly

he might live till that time ; but

it appears, that in the time of

Socrates, whofe death happen-

ed in the beginning of the 95tb,

which IS no lefs than forty years

before, he had already attained

to sreat fame, honours, and

vvealrh : and therefore the pub-
* Vit. Numx. 1. c.

\ Chronol. p. 47.

lication
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lication of his lift may as proper-

ly be fixed to this time, as to any

other. Now, according to Sir

Isaac's reckoning, the Olym-

piad, which we now call the gc^th^

was in reality
the 55th, and the

Olympic Games of confequence

had only been celebrated about

220 years. It is hard, it is im-

poilible to conceive, that among
the Greeks, who had fo long

had the ufe of letters, who had

many ancient writings prefcrved

among them, and who were fo

remarkably fond of genealogies,

that they, I fay,
fhould have fa

entirely loft all memory of the

inftitution of the Olympiads, as

not to know whether they

had
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had lafted 380 years, or only

220. Set the date of the pub-
lication by Hipp IAS higher, and

you flill increafe the
difficulty.

This however is far from beinor

all. In the catalosrue of the

Olympiads, every Olympiad had

its particular viclors, whofe

countries, as well as their names,

were fpecified. The memory of

an Olympic Vi6lor was fo care-

fully preferved in Greece, it was

fo precious to the nation, as well

as family of the Vidor, that,

when a new lift came out of

forty or more Viflors that had

never been heard of before, what

muft have been the aftonifhment

of
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of thofe cities and countries upon
which this honour was fo gene-

rouily conferred by the Eleans ?

Mud they not have feen through

the impofture at once? and, if

not at once, how could it efcape

detcdion, perfed and complete

deteclion, for fo many centuries

together, in a nation abounding
with cri ticks ? For that the lift

was publiflied without any
chafms we have undoubted

proof, becaufe the names of all

the Victors in the Stadmm are

come down even to us, and many

of them alfo arc mentioned bv

more authors than one, who all

agree as to the date of the vic-

tory.

The
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»

The impofture, if it took

place at all, muft relate entirely

to the firfl Olympiads ; becaufe

the nearer It approached to the

time of publication, the more

certainly it would be deteded*

Now, the authenticity of thofe

Olympiads is ftill further corro-

borated by a variety of little cir-

cumflances preferved in Pausa-

NiAs, no way neceffary to the

fuppofed fraud, and therefore

not likely to have been invented.

We are told for inftance *, that

the firft prize was that of the

foot-race ; that in the fourteenth

Olympiad that of the Diaulos^

or double foot-race^ was added 5

that in the eighteenth they re-

* Eliac. I. p. 394.
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vived the Pentathlon and the

game of Wreftling ; that in the

twenty-third the prize o{ Boxmg
was inftituted, and in the twen-

ty-eighth that for full-aged horf-

es. Are not all thefe marks of

reality
? and is there any inftance

of an impofture being clogged

with fo many uneflential circum-

ftances ?

Upon the whole, it is no ex-

travagance to fay, that the lift of

the Olympic Vidors has an au-

thority equal, if not fuperior, to

that of any documents whatever,

of the fame kind. It confifted

of entries made by a public of-

ficer, relative to tranfadions of

L the



146 ON THE CHRONOLOGY
the greateft notoriety, which the

parties themfelves, their rela-

tions, and their country, were

highly interefted to keep in me-

mory. Greater fecurity than this

for the integrity of any record it

is impoflible to have ;
and there-

fore to doubt the truth of it

would be to introduce univerfal

fcepticifm.

Having now fhewn upon what

authority the Olympic Regifter

ftands, I come next to confider

the objedlions raifed againft it

by Sir Isaac Newton ; which

will be found, I apprehend, to

be by no means fufBcient to

overturn the evidence in favour

of
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of its general veracity. His firft

and principal objedion is taken

from two lifts of Spartan kings ;

that kingdom by a very particu-

lar conftitution havino; been 20-

verned by two contemporary

kings, the lineal reprefentatives

of two brothers, Eurysthenes

and Procles, who conquered it.

The beginning of the MelTenian

war, as calculated by the Greeks,

is fixed by Pausanias* to the

fecond year of the ninth Olym-
piad, at which time Alcaaienes

of the houfe of Eurysthenes

was king of Sparta, and Theo-

POMPUs of the houfe of Pro-

* Meflen. p. 292.

L 2 CLES.
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cLEs *. From this year, accord-

ing to the Olympic computation,

it was 263 years to the expedi-

tion of Xerxes, which happen-
ed in the firil year of the 75th

Olympiad. In this long interval

of 263 years, we find only eight

kings of the hoiifeof Eurysthe-

NEs, exclufive of Alcamenes,
and only feven, ftridly fpeaking,

of the houfe of Procles, exclu-

five of Theopompus. The lift

of the Eurjysthenida is as follows :

I. POLYDORUS. 2. EURYCRATES.

3. AnAXANDER. 4. EURYCRA-

TES the Second. 5. Leon.

6. Anaxandrides. 7. Cleo-

WENES. 8. Leonidas. This is

* MeiTen. p. 288.

the
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the lift of Kings as given by
Pausanias*. That given by
Herodotus t leaves out Cleo-

MENEs, becaufe It Is not a lift

of Kings, but only of the Pro^

genitors of Leonidas, the bro-

ther of Cleomenes. The kings

of the FroclidiB family, accord-

ing to Pausanias
:{:, were,

1. Zeuxidamus, who fucceeded

his grandfather Theopompus.

2. Anaxidamus. 3. Archida-

Mus. 4. Agasicles. 5. Aristo.

6. Demaratus, who was de-

pofed, and fucceeded by, 7. Leo-

TYCHiDEs. The lift given by

* Lacon. p. 209
—

214,

f L. VII. c. 204.
t Lacon. p. 220,1.

L 3 Hi:-,
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Herodotus^^, differs conGderably
from this. According to him

their names were, i. Anaxan-

PRIDAS. 2. ArCHIDAMUS. 3. A-

NAXiLAus. 4. Leotychides the

Firft. 5. HippocRATiDEs, whofe

fon Hegesilaus, and grandfon

Menares, not fucceeding to the

crown, the next king in fuccef-

fion is, 6. Leotychides, the

fon of Menares. It is not very

material to fettle the difference

between Herodotus, the older

writer, and Pausanias the more

diligent antiquary,becaufe though

Herodotus leffens the number of

kings, he adds one to the num-

ber of generations. Now what

• Lacon. VII 1. c, 131.

is
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IS the obfervation of Sir Isaac

upon thefe two lifts ? He tells

us*, that **

by the ordinary courfe

" of nature kings reign one with
*' another about 18 or 20 years
*'

a-piece ;" and having laid

down this rule, he applies it,

among others, to the Spartan

kings abovementioned ; accord-

ing to which the interval between

the firft and the laft of thofe

kings amounts to no more than

1 4Q years ; whereas, if we rec-

kon by the Olympiads, it makes,

as I faid, 263,

To all fuch reafoning T have

one general anfwer ; that the

* Chronol. p. 54..

L 4 reigns
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reigns of kings not depending

upon the common chance of

mortality, or upon any fimple
and conftant natural caufes, but

upon a
variety of natural and

political caufes, operating in con-

jundion ; fuch as their own

folly or wifdom, the caprice of

the multitude, the treachery of

their own fubjeds, and the in-

vafion of foreign powers : all

thefe caufes, I fay, render the

length of reigns fo uncertain and

variable, that though we may
form an average of them as we

may of any thing elfe, we can-

not reafon firmly and folidlyupon

that average. We cannot ra-

tionally fay j
f« many kings of

Perfia,
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Perlia, Macedonia, France, or

England, reigned, one with ano-

ther, about 20 years each, and

therefore fo many emperors of

Japan did not reign longer. If

we take the three laft kings of

France, their reigns amount in

the whole to 1 64 years, which is

at the rate of 55 years for each.

But the reigns of Galea, Otho,
and ViTELLius, three fucceeding

emperors of Rome, did not

amount in all to a year and three

quarters. What dependence can

there be upon a calculation of

things that differ fo enormoufly ?

For either we know the hiltory

of the reigns which are the fub-

jedl of calculation, or we do not.

If
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If we do not, how can we be

fure that they did not fucceed

one another as rapidly as the em-

perors of Rome
jufl: mentioned?

or, on the contrary, that the

crown did not devolve fuccef-

fively to minors, who enjoyed
it peaceably to a good old age,

which was nearly the cafe of the

three French kings ? If we do

know the hiftory, then this me-

thod of calculation is fuperfeded

by pofitive and fubftantial evi-

dence. So that in no cafe is it

nfeful as a medium of proof ; and

(hould therefore be rejected, as

totally unworthy of attention.

Generations of men, though

fufEciently vague, are however a

better
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better ground for calculation than

the reigns of kings ; the one

havinp; no other limits than the

period of life ; whereas the gene-

rative faculty does not exift in

full force above a third part of

that period. Now, in the pre-

Cent cafe, the learned and dili-

gent Pausanias, who has pro-

bably given us the true Hft of

both the races of thefe Spartan

kings *, (for one of thofe in

Herodotus is palpably errone-

ous), this fame Pausanias has

alfo given us a very circumftan-

tial account of their genealogy.

Is it not therefore a little extra-

ordinary that Sir Isaac Newton,

* Lacon. p. 209 & 220.

having
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having it in his option to calcu^

late this interval of time by the

more accurate method, {hould

chufe to do it by the more vague
and inaccurate ? We fhall pre-

fently fee, that had he calculated

by generations, his objedion

againft the authenticity of the

Olympiads would not have been

near fo ftrong : and one cannot

therefore help fufpeding, that,

great and candid as he unquef-!*

tionably was, he was, in this in-r

fiance, drawn out of the right

path by a bias, imperceptible to

himfelf, in favour of his own

opinions.

Sir Isaac Newton has ftated

very fairly
his method of compu-*

tation

\
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ration by reigns, and the differ-

ence between them and genera-

tions. He fays*, that "gene*
" rations from father to fon may
** be reckoned, one with another,
" at about 3 3 or 34 years a-piece,
" or about three generations to a

" hundred years ; but If the

"
reckoning proceed by the eld-

y eft fons, they are fhorter, fo

5f that three of them may be

*' reckoned at about 75 or 80
**

years. And the reigns of kings
" are ftill fhorter : becaufe kings
" are fucceeded not only by their

" eldeft fons, but fometimes by
" their brothers

; and fometimes

**

they are flain or depofed, and

* Cbonol. p. c,2' 54-

« fuc-
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*' fucceeded by others of an
**

equal or greater age, efpecially
" in eledive or turbulent klng-
" doms." All this is undoubt-

edly true ; and being fo, one

does not fee with what proprie-

ty an average, drawn from this

method of computation by reigns,

can be applied to cafes, where

we know, from good authority,

that there was no revolution,

or change of family, but that

the crown defcended peaceably

from father to fon. Suppofe a

calculator was to eftablifh this

rule, that the duration of a (hip,

including accidents from fire

and fhlpwreck, was, upon a

medium, 15 years; would this

be
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be conclufive with refped to the

duration of any number of
(hips,

which we might know from good

authority to have met with nofuch

accident? In Hke manner, where

the crown defcends regularly

from father to fon, we have no-

thing to do with a rule, which

pre-fuppofes an interrupted fuc-

ceflion. Our bufinefs here is to

calculate by generations, where

the error, we may confidently

fay, cannot be great ; whereas

in calculating unknown time

by reigns, there is no pofli-

bility
of gueiling what it may

be. If we had no
hiftory

of the Roman emperors from

Ci£SAR to CoNSTANTINE, and

v/ere
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were reduced to the neceffity

of calculating by Sir Isaac's ave-

rage, how extravagantly would

it miflead us ? For the number

of reigns being 44, reckoning

the emperors who reigned to-

gether only as one, this multi-

plied by 18, which is Sir Isaac's

lowed average, would give 792
for the number of years, where-

as in fa£l they were only 373.

Let us now fee, how the

calculation by generations will

fuit with the above-mentioned

period of 263 years. According
to Pausanias *, the generations

of the Eurysthenida^ from the fe-

* Lacon. p. 210. 214.

cond
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cond year of the ninth Olym^

piad, were feven hi number, ex-

clufive of Alcamenes, who is

the head of the lifl: ; i. Poly-

DORUS. 2. EURYCRATES. 3. A-*

NAXANDER. 4. EuRYCRA FES the

Second. 5. Leon. 6. Anax-

ANDRiDEs. 7. Leonidas. Thofe

of the Proclidcty excludhio^ in Hke

manner Theopompus, were, ac-

cording to the fame author *,

1. Archidamus, who dying be-

fore his father, never reigned.

2. Zeuxidamus. 3. Anaxida-

Mus. 4, Archidamus. 5. A-

gasicles. 6. Aristo. 7. De-

MARATUs, who, though depof-

ed, was iiill living, and accom-

•* Lacon. p. 220, i.

M panied
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panied Xerxes on his expedition.

Divide 263 years by 7, and the

quotient is 37, with a remain-

der of 4, which makes 37 years

and a half for each generation.

This, though rather more than

is commonly allowed, is greatly

within the limits of
poffibility ;

and therefore the excefs, even if

there were no way of accounting

for it, would not furnifh any
concluGve argument againft the

authenticity of a public record.

But I mufi: obferve, that the

caufe of this irregularity, is to

be found in the hiftory itfelf.

AnaxAndrides, the lixth in our

lift of the EuRYSTHENiD^., was

fo
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fo long without children by his

firit wife, that, according to Pau-

SANIAS '''•^' and Herodotus f, he

was compelled by the Ephori to

take another, for fear the race of

EuRYSTHENES fliould be extind:.

This fecond wife brought him

Cle,ome.nes, his immediate fuc-

ceffor ; after which he had three

fons, DoRiEUs, and Leonidas,

and Cleombrotus, by his firfl:.

Leon IDAS therefore was born

when his father was advanced

towards the latter part of the

generative period. It was alfo

late in life before Leonid as fu.c-

ceeded to the throne
3 for his

* Lacon. p. 21 r.

"{-
L. V. c. 39, 40.

M 2 half-
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half-brother Cleomenes, who

was advanced to it before him,

did not become King till his

brother Dorieus was of an age

to command a fleet and army,

and to fettle a colony. Cleo-

menes reigned upwards of twenty

years ; fo that Leonid as, at the

time of his accefiion, was pro-

bably near forty ; and this being

twelve years before the expe-

dition of Xerxes, Leonidas at

the time of that event may be

confidered as a man of about two

and
fifty*

A fimilar accident happened
about the fame time in the fa-

mily of the Proclida, Aristo,

the
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the fixth in our liil, had, ac-

cordine to Herodotus *, mar-

ried two wives ; but, ftill con-

tinuing childlefs, was defirous

of marrying a. third ; and caft

his eyes upon the wife of his

friend Agetus, who, having been

betrayed into, an oath not to

withhold any thing in his pof-

feffion from the king, furrender-

ed her to him with reluctance.

By this third wife he had De-

MARATUs, who at the time of

the invafion of Attica by the

Spartans, in fupport of the fac-

tion of IsAGORAs i, was old

enough to be joined in command

* L. VI. c. 62, 63.

-j^
Herod. V. c. 74, 5.

M 3 with
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with Cleomenes, and therefore

was probably not lefs than
fifty

years of age, when Xerxes, near

thirty years after, invaded Greece,

•

We have here two kings of

Sparta, neither of them born in

the firft youth of his father, and

both of them declining in hfe at

the celebrated cpocha of the bat-

tle of Thermopyte. Taking
thefe circumftances tosrether, we

may fairly, I think, add an

eighth, or nearly an eighth, ge-^

neration to the feven, for which

we have an inconteftable warrant

from hiiiory. And this being

done, if we divide 263, which

IS the Olympic number of years,

by
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by 8, the quotient will be a little

lefs than 33, and It will be half

a year fLoit of Sir Isaac's own

allowance for a generation, which

is between 33 and 34 years.

Neither is this allowance greatly

too much for the duration of

the reigns of Kings, where the

fucceflion follows the eldefl: fon ;

for if we examine the genealo-

gies from William the Conque-
ror to his prefent majefty, we

fhall find them to be three and

twenty In
'

number, excluding,

as we ought, either the firfl: of

thefe Kings or the laft; and then,

if we divide 713, which is the

number of years between 1066,

the year of the Conquefl:, and

M 4 ih
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the year 1779, by 23, we (Lall

find the quotient to be exadlly

31. And though the line of

genealogy goes in two inftances

through a younger fan, that is,

through Henry the Firft, and

John oi Gaunt, duke of Lan-

cafter, which of courfe adds

fomethino; to the lenp-th of thofe

generations : yet in two others

it paiTes through a fifter elder

than the male heir, that is, through

Margaret daughter of Hen-

ry VII. and the queen of Bohe-

mia, daughter of James I. fo

that what is gained by one aber-

ration is loil: by the other.

If it be thought probable, that

kings in particular fliould marry

and
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and have heirs before the age of

33 : I anfwer in the firfl; place,

that both Hesiod and Solon,

ahnoft the only writers from

whom we can learn the cuftoms

of that age, both thcfe, I fay,

have fixed upon thirty,
as the

fcafonable age for marrying.

The words of Hesiod have been

often quoted
*

:

M/iTS TPiYlKOVTt^V lTi(/)V fJ.^KXOt 7JJ07.X

QL'KO'K&i'Km^

M'/Jt' STTiOi^C lliy.lX.
'UTQ7JK0'.'

Thofe of Solon are flill more

appofite. Having divided hu-

man life into flao-es of fcven

years each ; he fpeaks thus of

the fifth t:

*
Ep/. y. 696.

-j- Ap. Clem. Alcxand. Strom. L. vl.

p. 6u6.
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Usi/.Tfly)
S' Z^iov av^^oi yay^^ [Aiij.-

But fecondly ; though kings

fhould be fuppofed to marry ear-

lier, fome allowance fhould be

made for their wives not being

pregnant immediately ; or for

the firil children being daughters;

or, if males, for their dying as

a great proportion of infants does

before they are paft their child-

hood.

So much for the argument

drawn from the ufual time that

kings, upon an average, may
be fuppofed to reign. I come

now to confider a few fcattered

paf-
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pafiages
of the ancient Greek

writers, which have been thought

to contradict and overthrow the

Clympic Chronology.

And fiiii, we are told by

Plato *, that the laws of Ly-

cuRGUs had been then eftablifhed

a little more than three hundred

years; sty} i^iaKoaiOL it^ oXiy^j;}
'Uia/^o:,

Here if the reading be right, and

the author well informed, the

argument is concluilve. But as

the change of a letter or two

frequently makes a great change
in the {<z\\\'>t. the firll aueftion to

be confidered is tlie corrcdnefs

of th>e text, and whether it can

In Minoc, p. 567. Ed. F.

6 be
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be fo far depended upon, as to

overfet the concurrent teffimony

of all antiquity. It would be

no great alteration to read IV^j

72Toa}iO(7ioL in (lead of
r^ioocoaiocy

and fuch a miilake might be ac-

counted for feveral ways ; either

from the firft fyllable of
rer^oc-

Koiioc being obliterated, or elfe

thofe two letters t, s, might be

dropt, from their fimilarity to

the lad fyllable
of trn ; after

which the fubftitution of tpiolkq-

(7ix for TouKoa-icx. might very ealily

happen. Admitting TSTcotzoaioc

to be the true reading, it will

fdfficiently quadrate with the

Olympic Chronology. Socrates

is fuppofed to have been born in

the
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the third year of Olym. LXXVII.

that is 307 years after the firit

Olympiad. Add to this s^

years for the age of Socrates, at

the time v/hen this converfation

happened. This makes the num-

ber 357. Concerning the time

when Lycurgus flouriflied there

were feveral opinions ;
fome

making him coa^val with the firil

Olympiad ; others, according to

Plutarch % fetting him many

years before it ; and others, I

prefume, at other intervening

periods.
Now as we are quite in

the dark which of thefe opi-

nions Plato followed, we are at

full liberty to chufe that, to

* Vit. Lycurg, init.

which



174 ON THE CHRONOLOGY
which the expRffion of stjj t£-

7pcix.o(7iOi it, oAiy'j) inT^ei'ji^ will moft

perfedly agree.

Secondly, Thucydibes, ac-

cordingf to Sir Isaac Newton*,

afiirms, that '' froai the time

" the Lacedasriionians had uled

'^ one and the farne adaiiniRra-

'' tion of their commonwealth
'' to the end of the Peloponne-
*' fian war, there were three him-

*' dredyears and a few more.'*

This difficulty, fuppofing the

quotation exn^l, would be of lefs

confequence than the preced-

ing : for it mio-ht be eot over

without any alteration of the

* Chronol. p. 57.

text.
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text. Bv the words 072e and the

fame adminiftration of the com^

monweahh the Hiftorian might

mean, not the laws of Lycur-

Gus, but the new form, which

the government affumed in the

reign of Theopompus, by the in-

flitutlon o{\}ii^Ephori\ an event

which we may fuppofe to have

happened in the laft year of

Olymp. XI. exadly in the mid-

dle of his reign. From this year

to the taking of Athens by Ly-

8ANDER5 there is an interval of 82

Olympiads and one year, that is,

of 329 years ;
to which fpace the

expreffion
of Thucydides might

naturally and without violence be

applied. But in fad Thucydi-

des does not fav what Sir Isaac

im-
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imputes to him. The word in

all the known copies of the ori-

ginal text
*

is
TBT^ocKociocy jour

hundred^ for which three hu7i-

dred has been fubftituted in the

old Latin tranflation, where

only it is to be found. This

larger number, it is obvious,

muft be applied to the laws of

Lycubgus, and there can be

no difficulty in applying it, as

Thucydides has no where told

us, what interval he placed be-

tween Lycurgus and the firfl:

Oympiad.

I fhall not at prefent examine

the objedion v/hich Sir Isaac

makes f to the Grascian Chro-

* L.I. c. 18. Ed. Duker.
*f- Chronol. p. c^r^,

nology,
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nology, from the Lacedamonian

(not Meffenian -^^ army having

been commanded in the fecond

year of Olymp.X, by one Eury-

LEON, the fixth in defcent froni

Theras, who lived during the

invafion of the Heraclidce^ be-

Caufe this objection principally

affeds the time preceding the

Olympiads; whereas the prefent

matter of difcuffion is the ge-

nuinenefs of the Olympiads them-

felves. I proceed therefore to

an objedion of much more im-

portance,
which affeds the

Olympiads only ; and, if fub-

ftantially fupported, would go a

great way towards overthrowing

* Paufan. Meflen. p. 296.

N their
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their credit. Herodotus, in his

lift of the noble youths, who fol-

licited the daughter of Cltsthe-

NES in marriage, mentions one

Leocedes, the fon of Phidon.

His words are *, dno $e IleAoTroy-

fjLST^ot "moi-ipoivioQ UeXoTtovvYiaioiaty jCj

vSpicrxvToc [Asyi^'oc ^rj 'EAXJjvwj/ dmv"

Tcoy oc i^ocvoi^Yio'US 73C 'HA^coi/ dytfi"

voisTocg otvToc 70V iv ^0?.vi/.7tiYi dyZvoc

Uyikz. The words, as they ftand,

can mean nothing but that Leo-

cedes was the fon of Phidon,

the tyrant of Argos, and the

fame Phidon, who eftablifliedthe

Peloponnefian weights and mea-

* Lib. VL c. 127.

4 fures ;
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fares ; who was guilty of greater

exceffes than any other of the

Greeks, and having ejeded the

Agonothet^ of the Eleans pre-

fided himfelf at the Olympic
Games. The time of the Phi-

don, who ufurped this ofHce, is

fixed byPAUSANiAs to the eighth

Olympiad*; and with himSrRA-

BO f in effed: agrees, by making
PhiDON the tenth in defcent from

Temenus. The Arundel Mar-

ble indeed fpeaks of one Phidon

an Argive, who coined money

415 years before the expedition

of Xerxes $; that is 119 years

before the firfl Olympiad. But

* EHac. II. p. 509.

f Lib. VIII. p. 549.

% Marm. O.xon. I. 1. 45.

N 2 as



i8o ON THE CHRONOLOGY
as nothing is faid of his tyranny
or invafion of his neighbours, it

is poffible that in the Marble, as

well as in Herodotus, he may
have been confounded with Phi-

don of Corinth, a very ancient

Lawgiver mentioned by Aris-

totle *, Or even if the fame

Phidon be meant, the miftake

is not greater than fome others

which have been found in that

famous Chronology. Be this as

it may, my argument is not at

all benefited by following ^the

computation of Pausanias and

Strabo, rather than that of the

Marble ; becaufe in either cafe,

if it fliould clearly appear, that

* Politic. II. p. 35. Ed. Sylburg.

Leo-



OF THE OLYMPIADS. i8i

Leocedes, the fon of this Phi-

don, courted the daughter of

Clisthenes, it will equally

prove the incorre<^nefs of the

Olympic lift, or rather indeed

the non-exiftence of a great part

of the Olympiads. Sir Isaac

very juftly places Clisthenes in

the 47th Olympiad, and his

daughter being courted by the

fon of Phidon, it follows that he

and Phidon were nearly equal

in age. Now Phidon is faid to

have lived in the eighth Olym-

piad, and Clisthenes 154 years

later, in the 47th. The confe-

quence evidently is, if they were

really contemporaries, that the

Olympiads muft have been ex-

N 3 tended
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tended near 140 years beyond
the truth.

The attentive reader will ob-

ferve, that the whole of this ar-

gument refts upon one fingle

pafiage in Herodotus, and con-

fequently falls to the ground, if

that pailage ihould happen to

have been incorredly tranfcribed ;

if it has been interpolated or mu-

tilated, fo as to alter the fenfe.

Now the perfe6t
corredlnefs of

any one paffage, confidering the

many corruptions to which books

are liable^ is a thing too uncer-

tain to be relied upon, in oppo^

fition to the weight of evidence

in favour of the Olympic Chro-

nology,
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nology. In this very paiTagc,

two of the manufcrlpts omit the

important word 'moCiQ, which

leaves room for fuppofing that

Leocedes might be only thede-

icendent of Phi don. But for

my own part I am inclined to

believe, that the word furoLiQ is

genuine, and no interpolation ;

though I think that the paffage

is evidently corrupted. The ad-

verfative particle J's comes in very

aukv/ardly and improperly in the

fecond part of the fentence, fup-

pofing the writer to fpeak of the

fame Phi don in both places ; and

if we flrlke it out, the repetition

of the word ^etSoivoQ has a poeti-

cal air, very unfuitable to hlftory.

N4 I,
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I would read therefore ^^Jwvo;

^6iScfjyOC Ss OT T8 TX
(xh^ix ^OlYl-

uoLVTOQy %. T. A. InEnglifli: "Leo-
" CEDES the fon of Phidon, king
" ofArgos i but f70^ of that Phi-
" DON who eftablifhed the Pelo-

*^
ponnefian meafures," and fo

forth. This corredlion fuppofes

that Phidon, the father of Leo-

cedes, thous^h feveral genera-

tions later than the enterprizing

PhidoNv- ftill pofleffed the fo-

vereignty of Argos : the proba-

bility
of which it may be necef-

fary to eftablifli, it not being

generally known, that Argos
continued to be a monarchical

ilate fo long. What Sir Isaac

Newton
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Newton afferts *, that "be-

tween Cisus (the fon of Teme-

nus) and Phidon they reigned

not," is a miftake, arifing from

his underftanding the words of

Pausanias in too ftrong afenfe.

That learned antiquary fays f^

that the Argives, being from the

mofl ancient times lovers of equa-

lity
and independence, reduced

the power of the kings fo low—-

uovov—" f^ai nothing hut the.

name ofroyalty was left
to the de-

fcendents of Cisus." The paf-

fage in the Greek is intricate and

* Chronol. p. 123.

•^ Corinth, p. 152.

cor-
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corrupt ; nor will it be much

mended by reading cic MHAEN

lAtiSsn
Twy H£i(J3— which would

fignify, "yJ thai nothing was left

to any of the defcendents of Ci^\is>

and to his defcendentSy
hut the

name only of royalty^ Pausa-

NiAS, in the following fentence,

mentions one Medon, from

whom the laft king of Argos was

defcendcd ; and Satyrus, an an-

cient hifiorian, quoted by Theo-

PHiLUS, bifhop of Antioch*,

fpeaks of Maron as the fon and

immediate fucceffor of Cisus. I

would read therefore— wf ^ri^Z)i

MHAHNI Tw Kf/(78, K^
'toii dnoyovoic^

55 TO ovofAOC 'Kei(p^rimi rr,; ^otaiT^.aoig

* Ad Autolycum. I. II. p. 96. Ed. Wolf.
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uovov—"yJ tl)af nothing was
left

to Medon, the fon of Q\^\js^ and

his de/cenchnts^ but the name only

of royaltyy It is plain from this

paflage alone, that the lineal de-

fcendents of Cisus, the fon of

Temenus, continued to be kings

of Argos for fome time ; and

Aristotle, in his Politicks %
exprefsly fays, that Phidon the

Argive of a King became a Ty-

rant ;
fo that the kingdom was

his by inheritance. But neither

was Phidon the laft to whom it

went in fucceffion. For Pau-

SANiAs, in the fentence imme-

diately following, fays,
" that

the people [of Argos] being dif-

* L. V. p. 152. Ed. Sylburg.

afFeded



i88 ON THE CHRONOLOGY
affeded to Meltas, the fon of

Lacides, and defcendent of Me-

DON, deprived him of the go-

vernment entirely. Thq king-

dom of Argos therefore was pof-

feffed, as an hereditary, though

limited, monarchy, by the foa

of Lacides ; a word, which,

when correded to Lacedes, as

Leocid^s in Herodotus has

been to Leocedes, turns out to

be the fame name, differing no

otherwife than as MsysTiswc does

from MeveXocCy or Leodamas fronpi

Laodamas. Democedes, a name

repeatedly mentioned in Hero-

dotus, is a word of the fam^

import. Upon the whole then

it feems highly probable,
that

the
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the Leocides, or Leocedes, of

Herodotus, was fon to the king

of Argos, whatever the name of

his father was. I fuppofe it to

have been Phidon, who being

an obfcure perfon, compared with

his anceftor the invader of Eh's,

it became necefiary for Herodo-

tus to caution his readers againft

confounding one with the other.

If the conjedure here propofed,

to which I forefee no material

objection, be admitted, it entirely

removes the Chronological diffi-

culty infilled upon by Sir Isaac

Newton.

A fourth objedtion to the

Olympic Chronology is taken

7 from
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from a paffage

in Pausanias *,

where he is fuppofed to fay,
" that

Cypselus, king of Corinth, was

thelixth in defcent from Melas,

the contemporary of Aletes,

who got pofleflion
of Corinth

when the Heraclida returned

into Peloponnefus t. The reign

of Cypselus began in the 30th

or 31(1 Olympiad ; and by this

reckoning Melas mufthave Uved

only two generations
before the

firft Olympiad ; whereas his con-

temporary Aletes was alfo con-

temporary withTemenus J, feven

or eight generations older than

that Period. Admitting there-

* Eliac I. p. 424.

•^ ChronoL p. 62.

X Strabo, L.VIII. p. 597.

fore



OF THE OLYMPIADS. 191

fore Cypselus to have been only

the fixtb from Melas, we muft

annihilate about five generations,

which are nearly equal to one

and forty Olympiads, of the in-

terval between them. But the

fame Pausanias, from whom
this is quoted, tells us in ano-

ther place*, that Aletes and

his defcendents reigned at Corinth

for five generations, the laft

being Bacchic, the fon of Prum-

Nis : that after him the fo-called

Eacchiada reigned there for five

other generations, ending with

Telestes, the fon of Aristo-

DEMUs, who was killed by Ari-

Eus and Perantas: after which

Corinthiac, p. 120.

Corinth
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Corinth was not governed by

kings, but by annual magiftrates

of the race of the Bacchiada^ till

the time of their expulfion by
Cypselus." This account of

Pausanias is clear and circum*

ftantial ; and from it we learn,

that there were at leaft ten gene-

rations between the time of Me-

LAS and Cypselus ; and how

many more we are not informed.

The word hio'^ therefore, in the

paflage of Pausanias, quoted

by Sir Isaac, is indifputably a

corruption. It might be altered

to hhm'vov ; but a careful exa-

mination of the context has

convinced me, that the ori-

ginal word was not a word

of
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of number. The paffage flands

thus in the editions
*

: Ku4^£Aw i^

tqIq 'STpoyovoiQ sHTov 7]]/ ysvog i^oc^yjic

c<pi<JLV Yiv MsAac ^ AvTocccra. If this

paffage admits of any fenfe at all,

it mufl be fomethino; like the

followlns:: CypselUs and his an-

cejiors were in the fixth genera^

tionfrom Gonussa of Sicyon^ and

their Progenitor was Me las the

fon of Antassus. But this, as

the reader muft fee, is full of ab-

furdities. Gonussa is the name

of a place in the country of Si-

cyon ;
and not, as Sir Isaac ima-

gined, of a perfon. It is more-

over a palpable blunder to fay,

* Paufin. Eliac. I. p. 424.

O that
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that CypsELUS, and his ancef-^

iors^ were in the fixth genera-

tion from any body ; for if he

was in the fixth, his father mufl:

have been in the fifth ; and his

grandfather in the fourth. Ic

appears probable to me, that

EKTON was formerly EK TON,

and that Fovacrj^c does not occu-

py its proper place,
but iliould

follow the prsepofjtion sV, the

whole fianding thus : Kuij^s^w .^

toIq ^^oyovoiQ
EK rONOT22H2 m

yovoQ o-(pi(jiv n^ MsAar AvTuaano

'*
T/je race of Cypselus and his

'^

anccftcrs iz'as originally from
*' Gonuiia in the country of Si-

*^
cvon, and their progenitor

ivas

"
Mela-s,



<3F the olympiads. 19J

^' Me LAS, thefon ^Antassus."
This acrrees exadly. with what

he fays in another place *, that

*'
MelAs, the Ton of Antassus,

came from Gonussa beyond Si-

cyon, to ferve in the Dorian army

againft Corinth, and that Aletes

with difficulty was prevailed upon
to receive him.'* The alteratiorl

which I have prdpofed may feeni

bold ; but, I hope, it is not ex-*

travagantly fo. They who are

acquainted with MSS know, how

common it is for a word, or part

bf a word, to be obliterated at

the bco-innino; or end of a line.

Suppoiing this to have happened
to the latter part of the word

* Corinthlac. p, i fo.

O 2 Vq'-
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TovBo-aYjc, the text would ftand

BZ Tov. Then comes a correc-

tor, and puts the word rovaaaric

in the margin, which the next

tranfcriber inferts in an impro-

per place, changing EK TON at

the fame time into EKTON.

I cannot difmifs this argument

without obfervingj that Sir Isaac,

who would here make Aletes

only Jix generations older than

Cypselus, and has urged this as

a fa8: that overturns the common

Chronology; yet himfelf, in ano-

ther place *5 reckons up by name

the fucceffors and lineal de-

fcendentsof Aletes to the num-

* Chronol. p. 142,

ber
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ber of eighty
and adds to them

42 annual Archons, all inter-

vening between Aletes and Cypr-

SELUS. So little are the beft and

vvifeft of men upon their guard,

when they have a favourite opi-

nion to fupport,

I now proceed in the fifth

place
to confider the difficulty

fuggefted by the age of Terpan-

PER, the famous mufician. ''^Athe-

ncBUs^'' to ufe the words of Sir

Isaac % *'
tells us out of ancient

'' authors {Hellaniens^ SofimuSy
*' and Hieronymus) that Lycur-
*'
gus the Legiflator was contem*

*^

porary to 'Terpander the niu-

^ ChronoL p. 58.

O 3 ^*
fician,



J98 ON THE CKRONOLOilY
"

(ician, and that Te7'pander w^s
" the iiiil: man who o-ot the vic-

"
tory in the Carnea, in a fo^

''
lemnity of mufic inftituted in

'*' thofe feftivals in the 26th

*f Olympiad." The inference is

plain, that if Lycurgus hved till

the 26th Olympiad, the preced-

ing Olympiads muft be fiditious.

But here I muil take the liberty

to fay, that the words of Sir

Isaac convey a fill fe idea, much

too favourable to his fyftem. The

natural meaning of them is, that

there are three ancient hiftorians,

who exprefsly give teftimony

againfl the common notion of

Lycurgus having lived a hun-

dred years prior to the firft Olym-

piad J

"4
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piad ; and inflead of that bring

him a hundred years below it.

But the fadl is, that not one of

thefe ancient authors fays either

that, or any thing like it. The

words of Athenaeus literally tranf-

lated, run thus*. "That Ter--

' PANDER was older than Ana-
' CREON is plain from the fol-

'

lowing teftimonles. Terpan-
' DER was the firfl: who obtained

' the prize in the Carnea, as

' Hellanicus relates, both in

* his metrical and profe account

* of the Carmonics, Now th^

inftitution of the Carnea was
'
in the 2 6th Olympiad, as So*

}^ Ji772us
affirms in his Chronolo-

=* L. XIV. p. 635.

O4.
<<

gy-
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**

gy. But HiERONYMUs, in his

" book upon Citharoedi^ which
^*

is the fifth of his work upon
*^ Poets y fays, that Terpander
^' lived in the time of Lycurgus
** the Lawgiver, whom all wri-

^' ters unanimoufly allow to have
^' aflifted Iphitus the Elean in

^^ that inflitution of the Olympic
*> games, which is reckoned the

**
firft." We fee here three dif-

ferent writers, attefting three fe-,

parate unconnected facts, plainly

confidered by Athen^eus as

contradidory one to another, but

which muft be all brought to-

gether, and all fuppofed to be

true, before Sir Isaac's conclu-

fion can be made out from them.

This
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This furely is very different from

having each of the three v/itneflis

fpeak to all the three fa6ls. Even

HiERONVMUSj the only one of

them who brings Lycurgus and

Terpander together, agreed

with all other writers, I fuppofc,

(fince all writers, according to

Athen^eus, were agreed) that

Lycurgus lived at the time of the

firft iniHtution of the Olympiads

by Iphitus, and therefore, had

Hieronymus known the affertions

of the other two, he would cer-

tainly have rejedled one or other

of them. So that here we have

a point made out, it feems, not

by three unanimous witneffes ia

the common way \ but by three

who

\
\
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who contradidt and refute one

another.

What ground Hleronymus

might have for his lingular no-

tion, that Lycurgus and Ter-

PANDER were contemporaries, it

is impoffible (Athenteus having

faid nothing) to conjecture.
But

fmgular it certainly was ;
for

Plutarcpi, in the Book de Muft-

ca *, where he enquires very mi-

nutely into the age ofTERPAN-

DEii, does not give
the leafl: hint

of any fuch opiniori having been

ftarted. Ke appears to have

placed him nearly where the

'vTundel Marble places him, a

* Moral p. 1 1 32.

little
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little before Archilochus;

diough the flory which he tells,

of his carrying away the prize

four times fucceffively at the Py-

thian Games is not confiitenl;

with that marble : unlefs we fup-

pofe him to mean Pythian Games,

celebrated at irregular intervals^

in lome period prior to their final

<eftablifhment *.

The fame Lycurgus furnifhes

Sir Isaac with a fixth objedion
to the Olympic Chronology t,

which it is much eafier to anr

fwer, than to preferve in anfwer-

ing the tcmj^er and decorum due

*
Compare alio Clem. Alex. Lib. L

p. 333. Ed. Par.

•f Chronol. p. 58.

to
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to fo high a charafter. It feems

there was a Difc at Olympia,
which had ihe name of Lycur-

Gus infcribed upon it. Hence

Aristotle, according to Plu-

tarch *, inferred, that Lycur^

Gus was contemporary with Iphi-

tus, the founder of the Olympic

Games, and aflifted in the eftab-

lifhment of them* Sir Isaac

taking it for granted that this

Difc was one of thofe ufed by
the Athletes, finding that the

Difc was a part of the Pentathlos^

and having learnt from Pausa-

NiAs f ,
that from the time the

Olympiads were celebrated in a

regular feries, the Pentathlos was

* V. Lycurg, p. 85. Ed. Bryan.

•f-
Eliac. I. p. 394.

never
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never pradifed till the iSth of

thofe Olympiads, he concludes,

that it was at this very time Ly-

cuRGUs was prefent, and confe-

quently that his age has been fet

near 140 years too high by the

Chronologers. The conclufion

is much too hafty, even though

the premifes had been true. I need

not inform the reader, that the

invention and cuftom of cafting

the Difc, as a trial of fkill, was

older than Lycurgus, being

mentioned by Homer, And

though Homer himfelf, partak-

ing of the common fate of his

countrymen, lofes fomewhat of

his antiquity In the hands of Sir

Isaac, he is ftill admitted to have

I beea
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been prior to Lycurgus. . Nov^

the game of the Difc being con-

feffedly older than the Pentaihlos^

what abfurdity is there in fup-

pofing that it might be feparate-

ly pradifed at the Olympic Fefti-

val, as Pindar exprefsly affirms

it was in fome places *, before it

was combined with other exer-

cifes to make the Pentathlos? It

is only in organized produdions,

whether animal or vegetable, that

a part cannot exift before the

whole, but in civil inftitution^'

nothing is more common. And

when it is fuppofed, that the

Game of the Difc could not exift

before xki^^wtquei^tium.^
it might

* Iflhm.I.

wi
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H'ith equal juftice be faid, that

the union of any two unconnedt-

ed offices in the fame perfon is a

proof, that neither of them at any
former period had been feparate-

ly exercifed*

This would be a fufficient an-^

fwer. But the reader will be

furprized to hear, that tl^.e fa6t

is, not what Sir Isaac has ftated

it to be, but exadly the reverfe.

Pausanias does not fay, that the

Pentathlos^ or combination of the

Difc, with four other Games, was

firfl: pradifcd, or infllcutcd in

the 1 8th Clympiad. Kis ac-

count is to this effecl *.
*' After

* KHlic. I. p. 394'
'^^ IrniTUs
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*' Iphitus had revived the fefll-

*' val in the manner above re-

"
lated, the memory of many

" antient cuftoms was Itill loft,

*' and it was by flow degrees that

" men came to the remembrance
*^ of them, and added to the

" Games whatever they happened
" to recolle6l. This is manifeft.

" For reckoning from the time

** when the memorials of the

*'

Olympiads go on without in-

"
terruption, the firfl: prize given

*' was for the foot-race, which
** was won by Coroebus the Ele-

'' an. Afterwards in the four-

** teenth Olympiad the Diaulos

^' was added, and Hypenus of

" Pifa carried away the olive-

" branch
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^^ branch for the Diatdos^ as

^^ Acanthus did in the next

"
Olympiad. Then in the i8th

^'
Olympiad they recolleded the

" Pentathlos and the wreflling."

TliQ Pentathlos therefore was no

new invention of that time, but

the very words of Pausanias

fhew, that it had been pradifed

lone before the revival of the

Olympic games by Iphitus, fo

long indeed as to have gone into

difufe and oblivion. And hence

it follows, not only that the

Difc and Pentathlos miorht be as

old as the time at which Lycur-

Gus is commonly placed ; bur,

if Sir Isaac's inference bejufl,

that the Difc was given by Ly-

P CURGUS^
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cuRGUs, at the firft inftitution of

.the PentuthloSy it will lead alfo

to another very unexpected con-

clufion, that Lycurgus himfelf

muft have lived a generation or

two before the firft Olympiad.,

But what if the Difc of Ly-

curgus, after all, fhould have

no relation to the Pe7ttathlos^ or

to the Difc thrown by the Ath-

letes ? Pausanias informs us *,

that there was preferved at Elis a

Difc of JpHiTUs, on which was

infcribed the armiftice proclaim-

ed by the Eleans, the infcription

being not in a ftrait line, but

running circularly round the.

''^ Eliuc. I. p. 427.

Difc.
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Difc. Mr. John Jackson, in

his Chronology, conjedlures with

great probabiHty, that this was

the Difc alluded to by Plu-

tarch '•'

; and his opinion feems

to be confirmed by the inference

that Aristotle drew from it,

which was, not that Lycurgus

was the companion of Iphitus

in reftoring the Olympic Games,
as Sir Isaac furmifes, but that he

aflifted in fettling the armiftice.

The lafl: argument of Sir Isaac

agalnft the Olympic Chronology
is taken from the lift of the Ma-
cedonian kings : and this indeed

his manner of ftatine it has ren-

* See before, p. 204.

P 2 dered
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dered rather ftrong. The inter-

val of time which thefe kings are

to fill up terminates in two epo-

chas, one undifputed and certain,

the expedition of Xerxes ; the

other much lefs determinate, the

reign of Phidon *, the king of

Argos and invader of EHs. This

invafion, according to Pausa-

NiAS, who fpeaks without any
marks of doubt or hefitation,

happened in the eighth Olym-

piad f ; but the Arundel marble,

if underftood of the fame Phi-

don, carries him a full hundred

years higher. The latter com-

putation was evidently the mofl:

to Sir Isaac Newton's purpofe,
* See before, p. 179.

•f-
Eliac. II. p. 509.

and



OF THE OLYMPIADS. 213

and therefore when he reafons

fluently from this, without tak-

ing any notice of the other, he

certainly does full juftice to his

argument. In a matter of fuch

high antiquity, where moft of

the authors, who might have af--

fifted us, are loft, I ihould think

that I had as good a ri2:ht to

follow the authority of Pausa-

NiAs, even if it were fingle and

unfupported, as Sir Isaac has to

follow the marble. But this is

not the cafe. ForSxRABO, who

was certainly well acquainted

with the old Greek Hillorians,

makes Phidon the tenth from

Temenus*, which exadly falls

* Lib. Vin. p. (^49.

Pi" In
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in v/ith the reckoning of Pau-

sANiAs. Phidon therefore being

fuppofed to reign in the eighth

Olympiad, the interval between

the end of that Olympiad and the

beginning of the 75th is exadlly

264 years.

The number of Macedonian

princes who are to fill up that

interval, is a ftill more difputa-

ble point. Herodotus * makes

Alexander, the contemporary of

Xerxes, the feventh king from

the beginning of thp monarchy ;

and with this computation Thu-

CYDiDEs in effe£l agrees -f-. In

the lift given by Herodotus,
* Lib. VIII. c. 139.

I Lib. II. c. 100.

Per-
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pERDiccAS ftands firft : which, I

apprehend, is no further true than

that Perdiccas was the firft who

reigned under the title of King :

which is precifely what Solinus

aflerts *. But if we may believe

other ancient authors, Perdic-

cas was by no means the perfon,

or contemporary with the perfon,

who undfir the reign of Phidon

quitted Argos, and removed into

Macedonia. This perfon, by

every author but Herodotus, is

called Caranus, whom we learn

from Syncellus to have been

the brother of Phidon t. He
is mentioned alfo by Plutarch J,

*
Cap. IX.

f Syncell. Chron. p. 158. Ed. Venet.

I Vit. Alexand. p. 6.

P 4. Pau-
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Pausanjas *, and Diodorus Si*

cuLus t j by Satyrus, an ancient

author quoted by Theophilus

bifLop of Antioch J; and among
the Latins byLivy §, Patercu-

Lus
II, Justin **, and Soli-

Kus it. Then follows another

queftion, whether any genera-

tions intervened between Cara-

Nus and Perdiccas. The lift

of the Macedonian Kings in Syn-

CELLUS XX inferts two, by the

names of Coenus and Tyrim-

MAs ; and he alfo informs us,

* Boeot. p. 794.

''i-
A p. Syncell, p. 209.

i Ad Autolyc. II. p. 96, Ed. Wolf.

§ Dec. V. Lib.V.

O'Lib. I.

*=*
I ib. VIL

-ft. <^'ap IX.

"^1 Chron. p. 209. Ed. Venct.

that
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that CoENUS was the fon of Ca-

EANUS, and Tyrimmas of Coe-

Nus. In other refpeds his lift

agrees exa6lly with that of He-

rodotus, which I hope will be

no diminution of its authority.

The above quoted Satyrus alfo

inferts the fame two names be-

tween Caranus and Perdiccas;

though he differs from Herodo-

tus and Syncellus, by leaving

out Arg^eus, the fon of Perdic-

cas ; whofe exiftence however

19 eftabhflied both by the autho-

rity of Justin '•',
and by medals t.

Thefe different omiffions are eafi-

ly accounted for from the neg-

ligence of tranfcribers in writing

* 1. c. f Not. ad Herodot. 1. c.

out
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out a tedious genealogy. It

would not be fo eafy to account

for their inferting a name without

authority ; becaufe this would

not be negligence but invention.

In the generations fubfequent to

Perdiccas, we find Alcetas,

the father of Amyntas, omitted

by Justin. Yet there can be

no doubt, I think, of his having

been really the fon of Aeropus,

and father of Amyntas, becaufe,

as he is placed only three genera-

tions before Herodotus, it is

hardly pofTible that he could have

been inferted by miilake, and

the other two lids concur in re-

taining him.

There
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There is upon the whole then

indifputable evidence, that Ca-

RANUs was the perfon who re-

moved from Argos, and laid the

firft foundation of the Macedo-

nian kingdom. There Is alfo

good authority for fuppofing that

Perdiccas, who completed the

work of CarAN us, and firft af-

fumed the title of King, was not

the brother
y

as Sir Isaac from

the ambiguous authority of He-

rodotus prefumes, but \\\^ great

grand/on of Caranus. The lift

and order of generations will

therefore (land thus, precifely
as

in Syncellus : i. Caranus.

2. COENUS. 3. TyKIMMAS.

4.. Per-
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4. Perdiccas. 5. Arg^us.

6. Philippus. 7. Aeropus.

5. Alcetas. g, Amyntas.
10. Alexander. Ten kings
make nine generations, as it is

always neceffary to flrike off"

either the firft or the la.Pc of the

lift. Divide then 264, the num-
ber of years between Phidon and

the expedition of Xerxes, by 9,

the number of generations, and

the quotient will be 29, with a

remainder of 3 : that is, the por-

tion of time for each generation

will be exa6lly 29 years and 4
months ; which is conliderably
lefs than Sir Isaac himfelf allows.

And I have already fliev/n at

large, that if we calculate at all,

it
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it muil be by generations, the

number of kings furnifliing no

ground whatever for rational ar-

gumente

And now having, I think,

evinced the infufEciency of Sir

Isaac's arguments to overthrow

the Chronology of the Olym-

piads, I will, to fiiew my own

fairnefs, produce two which he

has overlooked. The Scholiafl:

of Pindar, in his Commentary
on the fecond and third Olym.-

pic Odes, gives us, as it fl:iould

feem, the genealogy ofTheron,

the contemporary of Pindar. In

the former place he begins it

thus *
: I. Laius. 2. Oedipus,

* Schol. in Pindar, O, II. v. 82.

3* Po-
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'

3. POLYNICES. 4. ThERSANDER.

5. TisAMENus. 6. Antesion.

7. Theras. 8. Samus. 9. Te-

LEMACHus, who rcmoved from

the ifland of Thera, and fettled

in Sicily. 10. Chalciopeus.

II. -^NESIDAMUS. 12. ThERON.

In the latter he gives only the

immediate progenitors of The-

roa*: i. Telemachus, who

depofed the tyrant Phalaris.

2. Emmenides. 3. ^nesida-

Mus. 4. Theron. Theras,
the feventh in the firft lift, was

contemporary with Temenus,
the conqueror of Argos ; from

whom, according to this lift,

Theron would only be the fifth

* O. III. V. 68.

in
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in defcent. Now Pindar, hav-

ing been born in Olympiad
LXV. we cannot fuppofe The-

RON, whom he celebrates, to

have been born earlier than

Olympiad LV. But from Te-

MENUS to the beginning only of

the Olympiads were eight gene-

rations. So that if the Scholiafl

has given us the compleat gene-

alogy, it will follow that there

were no lefs than 55 fi61itious

Olympiads; which if any one

Is difpofed to believe, I will not

be his hindrance.

A fecond argument might be

brought from Pausanias, who

tells us*, that Pythagoras the

* Coiinthiac. p. J40.

phi-
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philofopher was the great-grand-

fon of HiPPAsus, and that Hip-

pAsus was contemporary with

Regnidas, the grandfon of Te-

MENUS. This makes a ftill greater

defalcation of time ; and I Ihall

therefore leave it in full force,

that the advocates for this part of

Sir Isaac Newton's Syflem of

Chronology may difpofe of it as

they pleafe.

Before I conclude, I have one

general remark to make upon Sir

Isaac's book ; that he finds fault

with the earlier part of the Gr^e-

cian Hiftory for having no Chro-

nology ;
and yet fuppofes, that

when Chronology, that is, tech-

nical



OF THE OLYMPIADS. 225

nical Chronology, was intro-

duced by TiM^us and others,

the only ufe made of it was to

falfify their hiftory. This makes

it neceflary to explain, in a few

words, my notion what Chro-

nology is, and what it is not. I

fay then, that the Genealogy of

a particular family, a feries of

kings or
priefleffes, a lill of ar-

chons, or the records of a pub-
lic folemnity like the Olympic
Games 3 none of thefe are Chro-

nology. But Chronology is that

fcience, which compares thofe

lifts, genealogies, and records,

together, and adjufts them one

to another; mxaking, ifpoffible,

one confident whole. This is a

Q work
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work that requires, no doubt,

the hand of a mafter, and it re-

quires alfo an unprejudiced mind.

For if the chronoioger has any

favourite point to eftablifli, if,

for inflance, he is defirous of

extending or contradting any

particular period, he will be

tempted in his account of pub-

lic tranfadions to imitate Pro-

crustes ; to mutilate orftretch

them out, as may befl: ferve his

purpofe. I do not know that

the antient chronologers were

under any fuch temptation ;
that

there was any particular fyftem

of hiflory, which they were

obliged at all events to make

good ;
and therefore whatever

errors
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errors they may have committed,

I prefume they were only errors

ofjudgement. With refped to

the genealogies and records,

which preceded this technical

chronology, they are ftill fur-

ther removed from any fufpicion

of infidelity. The compilers of

them purfued no fyftem, and

therefore could be mifled by
none. The want of Chronology

therefore, with which Sir Isaac

reproaches the older Greeks, is a

circumflance which, in another

point of view, may be confidered

as flrongly fupporting their crc-

dit*

Q 2 POST-
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POSTSCRIP T.

IN
writing p. 179 I overlooked

a very material circumftance,

mentioned by Pausanias *, and

confirmed by Strabo t ; which

is, that the Eleans made no entry

of the Olympiad at which Phi-

don the Argive prefided. Now

Pausanias, having infpeded the

record at Olympia, could not be

mifmformed with refpecl to the

particular Olympiad. And hence

the a?e of Phidon is fixed to a
o

certainty.
He could neither be

fo ancient as the marble makes

him, nor fo modern as he is fup-

pofed by Sir Isaac Newton,

* Ellac. II. p. 509.

f L. VIII. p, 549=

^ The
T
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The paflage of Strabo proves

alfo the truth of what I have af-

ferted from Pausanias
'-'''5

that

the account kept by the Eleans

of the Olympic Games was in

the nature of a record, and that

it was kept from the time that

the Olympiads are referred to nu-

merically.

How perfedl this record was,

and how carefully Pausanias

had examined it, might be fur-

ther proved by what he fays of

Xenodamus of Anticyra, upon
whofe ftatue there v/as an in-

fcription, importing, that he had

'^ See p. 124— 128.

ob-
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obtained a vidlory in the Pancra-

tium 2tt the OlvmDic Games.
" If this infcriptlon be true,"

fays
he *,

^'
it fliould feem, that

Xenodamus obtained this prize

in the 211th Olympiad. For

this is the only Olympiad omit-

ted in the regifter of the Eleans."

It is plain therefore, that Pau-

sANiAs had infpedled the regif-

ter from beginning to end, and

that he had found it perfect in

every inftance but this. The

reafon of this particular Olym-

piad being omitted was proba^

bly on account of the irregular

interference of Nero, who was

prefent at it.

* Phocic. p. 892.

The
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The corredlion of Herodotus

propofed in p. 184. is counte-

nanced by a fimilar paffage of

Pausanias, Arcad. p. 631. AJJacc

^ TeXocfJLxvX) 8 70V AlyivfiTYjv^ im

THE END.
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